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ALGERLA 


APS REPORTS JOINT ALGERIAN-UGANDAN COMMUNIQUE 
LD101204 Algiers APS in English 1031 GMT 10 Nov 86 


[Text] Algiers, 10/11/86 (APS)--The official visit of the Ugandan delegation 
led by the foreign minister of the Republic of Uganda, [brahim Mukibi in 
Algeria wound up yesterday by the signature of a joint communique between the 
Algerian foreign minister and his Ugandan counterpart which reads as follows: 
"During his stay in Algeria, His Excellency [brahim Mukibi was received by 
his excellency, President Chadli Bendjedid, by the head of the CC Permanent 
Secretariat Mohamed Cherif Messaadia'and by the president of the People's 
National Assembly, Rabah Bitat. 





"The two sides held wide-ranging talks that covered bilateral relations and 
major topical events. The talks went off in an atmosphere of fraternity, 
friendship and mutual understanding. 


"The two sides reviewed the various aspects of bilateral cooperation and 
expressed satisfaction with the evolution of relations between Uganda and 
Algeria. 


"They agreed to do their utmost to further strengthen bilateral relations and 
bring them to a level consistent with the aspirations of their peop.ies and the 
goals set by the charter of the Organization of African Unity." 


"This common willingness was signified by the signing of an agreement providing 
for the setting up of a joint commission for economic, scientific, technical 
and cultural cooperation and opens broad cooperation prospects between the two 
countries. 


"They also agreed on the intensification of contacts at ull levels to preserve 
the climate prevailing over the Algerian-Ugandan relations based on friendship 
consultation, and understanding. 


"Tackling international issues, the two ministers gave close consideration to 
the problems confronting Africa. 











"Thus, examining the situation prevailing in southern Africa, the two side: 
expressed the acting [as received] solidarity and forceful support of their 
countries to the struggle waged by sister Namibia and the people of South Afri 
under the leadership of their respective liberation movements, SWAPO and AN( 
"They also reiterated support for the front line states and other independent 
states facing threats and repeated aggressions by the Pretoria regime. 

"The two sides called on the world community to provide assistance to the 
front line states and to increase its moral and material support for lLibera- 
tion movements. 

"Examining the situation in north-west Africa, the two ministers voiced 
concern over the persistence of the Western Sahara conflict. They reiterated 
their conviction that the implementation of resolution 104 of the OAU 19th 
summit and UN resolutions 40/50 and 46/16 is likely to guarantee a peo eful 
just and lasting solution to the Western Sahara conflict and expressed support 
for the joint OAU-UN ongoing efforts for the implementati ot the aforesaid 
resolutiuns. The two sides urged Morocco and the Polisar Front to display 
political will and enter into direct negotiations likely to lead to a definite 
settlement of the fratricide conflict. 

"Broaching the situation in the Middle East, the two sides expressed steadfast 
support for the struggle waged by the Palestinian people for the exercise of its 
inalienable rights, notably its right to self-determination and the creati yf 
an independent and sovereign state. They underscored that peace in the region 
could be attained only within the context of a comprehensive solution, under 
UN auspices with the effective participation of the PLO, sole and legitimate 


representative of the Palestinian people. 


"The two ministers further reaffirmed the commitment 
goals and principles of non-alignment and ex 
results of 
that the movement's policy is more than ever before 
the struggle for the full liberation and emancipation 
peoples, the peaceful settlement of international 


south-south cooperation and the democratisation of 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


IBRAHIMI'S TALKS WITH EC OFFICIALS--Strasbourg, 11/11/86 (APS)--Foreign Minister 
Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi, currently on an official visit in Strasbourg, conferred 

on Tuesday with European deputies and members of the Commission for External 
Relations and the Commission for Relations with the Maghreb countries. The 

talks of the Algerian minister with the European parliamentarians ranged over 

the evolution of the political situation in the Maghreb, particularly the 

Western Sahara issue in the light of the last resolution adopted by the 
development commission in Athens. This resolution reaffirms the right of the 
Sahara people to self-determination and independence and calls for direct 
negotiations between Morocco and the Polisario Front at the prospect of a 
peaceful solution to the conflict. On another hand the European parliamentarians 
pledged to approach the different European governments for a genuine contribution 
of Europe to a political settlement of the Western Sahara conflict on the basis 
of the different resolutions adopted by international bodies. They further 
underscored the need for the European Community to make provision in its 
programmes for a humanitarian aid for the Saharan people. Furthermore, discus- 
sions took up the developments of the Middle East crisis peace conditions from 
which the Palestinian people's rights cannot be left out. [Text] [Algiers APS 
in English 1453 GMT 11 Nov 86] /8309 


BENDJEDID SEES IBRAHIMI, DFLP'S HAWATIMAH--President Chadli Bendjedid today 
received Dr Taleb Ibrahimi on the eve of his departure for Strasbourg, where 
he will pay an official visit to the European Parliament. The head of state 
also received Nayif Hawatimah, secretary general of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. [Excerpts] [Algiers Domestic Service in French 
1830 GMT 9 Nov 86] /8309 


BENDJEDID GREETS GORPACHEV--Algiers, 8/11/86 (APS)--On the occasion of the 
commemoration of the 69th anniversary of the Great October Revolution of USSR, 
President Chedli Bendjedid sent a message of congratulations to the secretary 
general of the Soviet Communist Party, Mikhail Gorbachev. "The remirkable 
dimension the relations between Algeria and the Soviet Union have reached, is 
the best expression of friendship and political will which are at their origin. 
The new impulse given to our economic exchanges is also a source of satis- 
faction for us," the message indicated. Algeria follows and appreciates the 
grandiose efforts made by the Soviet Union under the leadership of the Soviet 
Communist Party for the edification of an advanced socialist society. I am also 
convinced that the important initiatives and proposals of the Soviet Union in 














favour of universal peace and security will enable the emergence of a new 

era in the international relations," the message said. "Algeria will continue 
its action ior a democratization of international relations and the settii: 

up of new conditions likely to provide adequate solutions to the great problems 
of humanity, mainly by the consolidation of national independences and the 
achievement of decolonization," the message concluded. [Text] [Algiers APS 

in English 1005 GMT 8 Nov 86] /8309 


TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED--Uruguay today signed a trade agreement with Algeria 

to supply the Algerian market with 1500 square feet of leather, 400 tons of 
tobacco, 1500 tons of tallow, sunflower oil and beef. The agreement was 

signed by Minister of Industry and Energy Jorge Presno and his Algerian 
counterpart who is visiting Uruguay. [Text] [Montevideo Radio Carve in Spanish 
0000 GMT 29 Oct 86 PY] /8309 
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SUDAN 


FUTURE OF NATION'S PRESS EXAMINED 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 25 Jun 86 p 9 
[Article: "Where is the Sudanese Press Headed?" ] 


[Text] Ninety newspapers and periodicals have been approved by the authorities 
under the new press law. Of these, 30 are political newspapers and 33 are 
social and cultural newspapers, of which 14 have already appeared. This is in 
addition to 13 religious magazines of which 10 have already appeared. 
Moreover, 14 sports and technical newspapers have been approved. 


There now has to be a great surge in the flow of information in order to 
fulfill just some of the desires of the Sudanese citizen who is hungry to read 
and to be informed and who could not satisfy his appetite for knowledge during 
the Numayri regime, during which there were only two daily newspapers, AL- 
AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH. These were simply two government publications entirely 
given over to covering the news of the former regime by spitting out the same 
old thing. This forced the citizens to resort to foreign broadcasts to find 
out about their country and about what was going on in the world especially 
since the regime had imposed severe restrictions on what was allowed into the 
Sudanese press. 


AL-ITTIHAD met with Press and Printing Committee Secretary Sayyid al-Mu'tasin, 
who said that some of the newspapers which are allowed to publish during the 
transition period are published regularly, such as SAWT AL-SUDAN, SAWT AL- 
UMMAH, AL-RAYAH, AL-THAWRAH AL-SHA'BIYAH, AL=MAYDAN, AL=-ISBU', AKHIR AL-ANBA', 
AL-SUDANI, and AL-~SHAMASHAH. Others are published infrequently, such as AL- 
ITTIHADI, SAWT AL-JAMAHIR, AL-HADAF, AL-BADIL, and AL-MUNADIL. There are also 
newpapers which have been approved for publication but have not yet appeared, 
such as AL-SHA'BIYAH, KALIMAH AL-ISLAM, AL-YAQZAH, AL-TALI'AH, AL-MIR'AH, AL- 
MILAYIN, AL-UMMAH WAL-INTISAR, AL-ADWA', AL-SHA'B, AL=-FIJILANT, and AL- 
SIYASAH. Cultural, social, scientific, and economic newspapers and magazines 
have appeared, but some of them are published irregularly. 


In regard to the reiigious press, there are such papers as: AL-QAWM, AL- 
TSTIJABAH, AL-KALIMAH, AL-SHURA, AL-SAHWAH, and AL-FIKR. The regularly- 
published ones are AL-QAWM, AL-ISTIJABAH, and AL-SAHWAn. 


Most of the sports publications are published regularly; these include AL- 
HILAL, AL-MIRRIKH, AL-JUMHUR, AL-HADAF, AL-SHABAKAH, AL-KURAH, and AL- 
MUNTAKHAB. There are also 24 newspapers and magazines some of which are 
regular and are published on a monthly or biweekly basis. These are 
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specialized publications, such are AL-MUSIQI WAL-MASRAH, and AL-BITRUL WAL- 
MA'ADIN and AL-TANMIYAH AL-ZIRA'IYAH. 


Sayyid al-Mu'tasim continues, "The committe has approved the change of legal 
responsibility to publish the newspaper SUDAN TIMES so that the former editor- 
in-chief of AL-AYYAM, Mahjub Muhammad Salih, will be the proprietor and holder 
of the concession and (Bona Malwal) will assume the post of editor-in-chief. 
(Bona Malwal's) request to continue the approval granted to him to publish the 
newspaper AL-FIJILANT was approved." 


The Law and the Free Press 


He says, “The 1973 Press law was rescinded because it restricted freedoms, and 
a new law was passed by the transitional government. The new law, which was 
drawn up by a select group of experts, guaranteed the establishment of a free 
and impartial press. In order to obtain a license to publish any newspaper the 
technical and financial qualifications of the applicant must be documented. 
The new law affirms the legal responsibility of the editor-in-chief for what 
is published in his newspaper. It also mandates the preparation of accounts, 
which the comptroller general will audit, and disclosure of sources of 
financing. The editor-in-chief is to be fully qualified, of good reputation, 
and not have been previously convicted of a crime affecting honor and morals. 
The new law guarantees a large degree of independence for the press and places 
disputes affecting newspapers within the jurisdiction of the courts. This 
means that newpapers cannot be suspended by an administrative decision the way 
they could under the previous law. The new law calls for the establishment of 
a press and printing board, which will be under the supervision of the council 
of ministers. Nominations for positions on the board have already been 
submitted to the proper quarters for consideration in preparation for the 
formation of the board and the carrying out of its tasks. The board will 
consist of a chairman, to be appointed by the prime minister; and wili include 
representatives of newspaper proprietors, the journalists’ union, editors-in- 
chief, the minister of culture and information, the director of the government 
press; and six members, including a woman, appointed by the council of 
ministers in consultition with the governors of the provinces, anda retired 
judge designated by the chief justice. The press board will be tasked with, 
among other things, regulating press activities and providing training 
opportunities for journalists. It also has the right to audit the accounts of 
the newspapers and widely disseminate the results of the audit. 


A senior journalist says that the new law tends to provide an atmosphere of 
freedom and dispel the specters of administrative shutdown of the press, which 
was characteristic of the previous laws. This will afford an opportunity for 
Stability and growth and will also provide training onportunities for 
journalists. The new law provides for drawing up a code of professional honor; 
it encourages journalists to establish cooperatives for gathering and 
publishing the news and for importing paper and printing equipment. It also 
encourages the establishment of cooperatives for distribution and for 
advertisements. It mandates the allocation of some funds for social security 
for journalists, and papers are not obligated to reveal the source of their 
news and may not be threatened with administrative shutdown. 











In regard to claims that the new law has caused a decline in quality of some 
papers, Sayyid Mu'tasim says that the protection of basic freedoms necessarily 
means that the rights of the individuals must be guaranteed in publishing 
newpapers regardless of the level of quality of the papers or the way they are 
managed, since this is left up to the readers. 


The Future of AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH 


Ever since the successful popular uprising took place some thought has. been 
given to the future of AL-SAHAFAH and AL-AYYAM and there have been many views 
on this matter. The council of ministers rendered a decision approving a 
recommendation which had been submitted by a ministerial committee during the 
transition period calling for converting the two newspapers into two public 
corporations with certain specific percentages of the stock reserved for 
individuals, and the transitional council of ministers has formed a committee 
to implement the resolution. 


Dean of the journalists union “Umar “Abd-al-Tamm told AL-ITTIHAD that the 
union's view was that the employees' share of the companies established under 
the decision should be 51 percent, not 25 percent as stipulated, and that 49 
percent should be for other entities, such as the university and higher 
education; there should not be 50 percent for outside individuals, as 
stipulated. During the ministerial committee's discussions, all its members 
agreed on the need for official state newspapers. Eighty percent were against 
returning the two newspapers to their former owners who used to publish them 
before nationalization of the press at the beginning of the Numayri era. 


Regarding the same subject, AL-ITTIHAD met with former propr’-tor and editor- 
in-chief of AL-SAHAFAH *“Abd-al-Rahman Mukhtar, who said, "As ,.vprietor of AL- 
SAHAFAH I was not compensated one cent after nationalization and I was not 
fairly compensated for the printing presses and other property." 


"Naturally newspapers should have been returned to their owners following the 
uprising, but we were surprised by the decision about their having to have an 
official national character. We had never heard of this before; perhaps it is 
drawn from the Egyptian experience which was took nationalism literally. I am 
astonished that AL-RAY AL-~AM and AL-ADWA' and AL-AKHBAR will be returned to 
their owners despite the fact that they were nationalized and their owners 
were compensated, while this was not done in regard to AL-SAHAFAH and AL- 
AYYAM. The decision to convert them into corporations is a dangerous 
precedent. At least the names of the two newspapers should be returned to 
their owners. A constitutional suit was filed against the decision to convert 
AL-SAHAFAH into a corporation. Another suit has been filed by the prosecutor 
general in coordination with former AL-AYYAM proprietor Bashir Muhammad 
Sa'tid. In them we are asking for compensation for the two newspapers: two 
million pounds for AL-AYYAM and a million and a half pounds for AL-SAHAFAH, on 
the grounds that the compensation did not cover these two newspapers. Both 
were profitable and holders of successful names." 


In regard to the decision to convert the two newspapers into limited stock 
companies, he says that no government has the right to dispose cf public 
property in this fashion. It was decided that 25 percent of the shares of the 








two newpapers should be granted to the papers' employees although they were 
not originally shareholders and they do not have the ability to pay for their 
shares at the present time. Moreover, offering 75 percent of the shares for 
sale to outside individuals may result in the purchase of the majority of the 
shares of either of the two newspapers by a political party which could. then 
dictate the paper's policies. 


Former editor-in-chief of AL-AYYAM Mahjub Muhammad Salih tells AL-ITTIHAD that 
many difficulties face the implementation of a decision to convert the two 
newspapers into limited stock companies. For example, how would the 25 percent 
allocated for the employees be paid? Sufficient precautions have not been 
taken so that the 75 percent of shares of the two newpapers do not go to 
companies or individuals working in concert with one another. The decision 
also failed to allocate shares to the former owners of the two newspapers as 
was done for the employees. The basic principle which must be sought is’ the 
type of ownership. If it is decided that the government will not own 
newspapers the solution will be to convert the two newspapers into printing 
houses owned for the public sector, and the names of the newspapers should be 
returned, without any property, to their owners if that is what they want. If, 
however, it is decided that there should be a form of public ownership, to be 
kept away from government influence, then a formula must be devised which will 
provide full guarantees for their independence and development as independent 
media organizations. That is something which has not been adequately studied. 
Democratic nations based on a multi-party system do not publish government- 
owned papers, except for specialized newspapers. AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH 
represent a prestigious media asset which must be preserved and prevented from 
falling into the hands of someone who might monopolize it, because anyone 
could publish his own newspapers and could go after those two newspapers 
simply because of his ability to pay the price, instead of taking over an 
ongoing operation. 


Problems of Limited Stock Companies 


Press and Printing Committee Secretary Sayyid al-Mu'tasim says in this 
connection that the decision to convert national newspapers into limited stock 
companies may lead to many problems. For instance, the decision did not define 
who the employees would be who would be granted 25 percent of the _ shares: 
Would they be the current employees or former employees? 


In meetings which AL-ITTIHAD had with journalists who follow media activity 
closely, some suggested the establishment of a national organization for 
printing and publishing the assets of the two newspapers would be transferred. 
It would absorb the workers it needs from the two newspapers and make 
settlements with the others. Some supported the continuation of the two 
newspapers as official state newspapers because they have accomplished their 
mission; others wondered about the extent of the government's need for a 
newspaper to speak for it and wondered about the position of a government 
press. 


Former AL-SAHAFAH editor-in-chief “Ali Hamid suggests selling all the property 
of AL-SAHAFAH and AL-AYYAM and establishing limited public stock companies 
which would publish papers under new names. Anyone who wants to use the names 








of the two newspapers should pay for these names because the names have become 
part of their nationalized assets. 


Others feel that official state newspapers should belong to the office of the 
president of the republic or the State Council and that the official national 
character of their political line would be guaranteed for them under the 
supervision of a political organization in which all political parties and 
currents would be represented. 


It is known that when the move to nationalize the press began there were four 
newspaper houses: AL-AYYAM, AL-SAHAFAH, AL-RAY AL-'AM, and AL-SUDAN AL-JADID. 
It was decided to set up only two newspaper houses: AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH, 
which belonged to the now-dissolved Sudanese Socialist Union, which retained 
token ownership over them. It did not support them financially nor did it 
directly supervise the preparation and implementation of editorial policy; 
rather, this was done through successive editors-in-chief of the two 
newspapers. The relationsnip between the Sudanese Socialist Union and the two 
newspapers remained very unclear; in any event, they remained a platform for 
the government's view and the political orientation of the regime. 


How to Achieve a Nationalist Stamp 


During the transitional period it was decided that they would remain as two 
official state newspapers. The way they were managed came under criticism 
since one or both of them supported this particular political orientation, or 
opposed that political agenda, and they showed no objectivity in dealing with 
certain sensitive issues. Perhaps the matter is basically one of an unclear 
and overly broad concept of what nationalism is: Does it mean expression for 
all sides or freely presenting a particular thrust without endorsing a 
specific political point of view. 


AL-SAHAFAH owner “Abd-al-Rahman Mukhtar criticizes the management of AL-AYYAM 
and AL-SAHAFAH by saying that the quality of journalism deteriorated from what 
it was before nationalization in 1970 from the standpoint of language usage, 
the large number of grammatical mistakes, and production problems. Moreover, 
the other side of the picture is ignored. There is also a lack of field 
effort, and international news is published late, several days after it has 
been published around the world, and there are no pictures despite their news 
importance. 


The Party Press 


In regard to the party press, everyone stresses the importance of having one 
aS a window through which public opinion can look at national issues, what is 
going on in the political arena, and what the various parties are doing. Some, 
however, stress that the experiment is mixed with defects including excessive 
criticism of competitors on the one hand and unjustified praise of other 
entities on the other hand. These papers completely ignored the suffering of 
the masses and presented their own ideas superficially by reactions, stirring 
up feelings, and engaging in propaganda. They did not respect national unity 
and even cast doubt on the role of the armed forces as a national institution 








in protecting the nation and its unity. They got involved in things whi 
basically duties and internal affair: f the armed ! 


“Abd-al-Rahman Mukhtar believes that the current newspapers will soon 
one after the other like autumn leaves. There were 20 newspapers 
published in this country following the revolution of letober, 1964; 


shrunk after a short period of time to just four. Current resources will 


permit these newspapers to survive for very long, especially with the 
costs of publishing and the fact 
even permanent buildings. 


> > 
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LRAQ 


NEW RIVER TRANSPORT SERVICE STARTS 
London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 p L6 


[Text] A river transport service has been started on the Tigris between 
Baghdad, Kut and Amara by the State Enterprise for River Transport (SERT). 
The new service, using river barges, will charge freight rates lower than 
those levied by land transport companies, according to a circular issued to 
other ministries by the Transport & Communications Ministry. 


The ministry views the new services as an alternative to railway transport; 
both can handle similar cargoes over long distances. SERT has pledged that 
safety regulations will be met. 


Initially, the ministry hoped the river would carry 3.5 million tons a year 
by 1990, rising to 5 million tons by 2000 (MEED 12:4:85). Development of the 
transport system has been under way since 1976. In the early 1980s, the 
stretches between Baghdad and Kut, and Amara and Basra were dredged by West 
Germany's Nassbaggerei Gruen & Filfinger, according to tender documents drawn 
up by Nedeco of the Netherlands, 


Sweden's Jacobson & Widwark was appointed in 1981 to supervise river control 
and equipment procurement; navigation aids were supplied by the UK's Stone 
Platt Electrical, 


The government's long-term plans entailed using both the country's two main 
rivers--the Tigris and Euphrates--as routes to carry cargo. France's Sogreah 
was appointed in 1982 to study navigation on the Euphrates between Haditha 
and Kirkuk, but the Tigris navigation development study has been «elayed by 
the war. It was to look at modern and effective navigation between Basra 

and Mosul (MEED 27:8:82; 30:4:82). 
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LRAQ 


BRIEFS 


EGG PRODUCTION--Product on of table eggs in 1986 is expected to total 1,642 
million, says State Organisation for Animal Products (SOAP) chairman 
Saadoun Abdulla. This compared with production of 1,058 million eggs in 
1985 and 660 million in 1984. SOAP, which has the monopoly on distributing 
locally produced eggs to local markets, has fulfilled 99 percent of its 775 
million-egg supply contract for the first half of 1986; it expects to com- 
plete delivery of the 875 million eggs contracted for in the second half of 
the year, Total annual demand is estimated at 2,100 million eggs--based on 
individual average consumption of 140 eggs a year. The shortfall is covered 
by imports made by the mixed-sector Iraqi Company for Agricultural Marketing 
and the State Organisation for Cereals & Foodstuffs Trading (MEED 4:1:86; 
30:11:85), [Text] [London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 p 17] /9274 


CHICK PRODUCTION—-Reduced chick production capacity is reported at local 
poultry farms. The main reasons are skilled labour shortages, inadequate 
feed supplies, closing down of some production lines and shelving of some 
projects. Existing total potential capacity is 280,000 tons of chicks a year, 
but imports of 90,000 tons are necessary to meet local demand of 180,000 tons 
a year, [Text] [London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 p 17] /9274 


POTATO CROP-.There was a 24 percent increase in the annual potato crop in 

1985, according to figures released by the Central Statistical Organisation. 

The spring and autumn crop totalled 148,583 toms harvested from 8,510 hectares— 
an area 21 percent larger than the previous year, Average yield was 16,000 
kilos a hectare, [Text] [London MEED in English 25-31 Oct 86 p17] /9274 


COTTON PRODUCTION--A total 5,233 tons of cotton was picked from 9,403 hectares 
in 1985, State farms produced 95 percent of the total, [Text] [London MEED 
in English 25-31 Oct 86 p 17] /9274 
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LEBANON 


QABALAN DISCUSSES LOCAL SITUATION, ISRAEL'S INTERESTS 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 26 Oct-2 Nov 86 pp 16-18 


[Article by Nadim Abou Ghannam] 


[Excerpt ] 


Do you beileve that the agreement 
reached between Amai leaders 
and representatives from the 

Palestinian camps in Tyre is going 

to last 7 Is It going to be appiled to 

other camps? 

Consider the incidents that took 
place recently between the 
Palestinians and the Lebanese as a 
summer cioud that brought harm to 
Innocent people from both sides. | 
would like to make clear that there is 
neither a decision nor a desire to attack 
the Palestinian people. They are 
people we love and want to protect. We 
will not say they're guests, they have 
become like us, we have the same 
problems and we both share the same 
fate. In fact, the Palestinians in the 
camps can move much more freely 
than some of the Lebanese. The 
reason behind our disagreements are 
differences among members of the 
same family, from the same father and 
mother. Members of the same family 
may have different affiliations and 
disagree among themselves but these 
differences should not be settled in 
blood. 

However incidents that took piace in 
the camps of Burj el-Barajneh or 
Shatila and Sabra, or in the South, 
happened despite ihe people there and 
due to factors beyond their control. The 
instigators of these problems, who 
acted both overtly and covertly, are 
strangers to our customs and values. 
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These instigators, | believe are Israelis. 
israeli intelligence knows how to 
instigate trouble so most people will 
believe that the causes are of local 
origin, a personal disagreement, or a 
sectarian conflict. Israel is a devil, a 
master of deceit. The devil tempts 
believers by appearing to be appealing 
to their religion and faith, making them 
belleve that they should side with him 
for he is the strongest. That!s whay we 
say it loudly so that everybody will hear 
it: We will not accept a return to the 
state of lawlessness that prevailed 
before 1982. We won't accept a 
situation where people of affiliations 
carry arms in the South. We will only 
accept that arms be carried by those 
fighting Israel in coordination with the 
allled command agreed upon in 
Damascus by ail the parties. We ask 
these parties to respect their 
agreement. They must all work 
together to provide peace for their 
people and to unify the resistance 
against Israel. We are proud of the 
arms directed against |srael. But not of 
the ones used by our own peopie to kill 
each other; those, wherever they come 
from, we will destroy. 

We refuse to kill a human being for 
his beliefs. We urge ali those 
concerned to respect human life and to 
protect Man who was created by God 
above all creatures. This is why there is 
no need for any one of us to sign 
agreements. Most states do not abide 











by or respect the agreements they 
sign. Israel ~=never does. It never 
respected any agreements, rules, 
International resolutions or laws. We do 
not need agreements, only the resolve 
to treat each other humanely. We must 
all realize that fighting each other will 
only serve the interests of Israel. We 
can tell the Palestinians that we are at 
their service provided they treat us In 
the same way. We do not want to go 
back to the situation prevailing before 
the Israeli invasion of 1982. Weapons 
directed toward Israel will be carried in 
the open, not hidden in flours sacks, 
with bullets hidden in sardine or 
shortening cans or Wm trucks, 
camouflaged behind sand and 
pebbdies. 

1 urge the Palestinians and 
particularly those who belong to the 
pro-Syrian Salvation Front and also 
those that identify themselves as 
pro-Arafat — and those in the camps 
are pro-Arafat — | urge them to realize 
that the Lebanese land is their only 
sheiter,the Lebanese and specially the 
Southerners are their only support. 

Guns aimed at Israel should be 
carried by resistance fighters overtly. 
These guns | respect. Cail me a traitor if 
| dare confiscate them. We fight Israel 
out of conviction. It is not because we 
like to kill and be killed. | will help in 
whichever way | can those who really 
intend to fight israei. At the same time | 
will be like the on the look-out for those 
who want to spread chaos and Dring 
harm to the people of the South. 


Do you expect ea new Israel! 
Invasion in light of the reports of 
new troop concentrations and 
after the unsuccessful air raids of 
last Thursday ? 

Israel always acts in accordance with 
Its interests. if a new invasion appears 
advantageous !sraei will not mind it. 
Israel may only be concentrating its 
troops to scare and confuse us. But in 
the finai analysis Israeli will choose 
what is more advantageous. | do not 
know of any invasion simply because 
there are no relations between Icrael, 
the United States or any international 
Power and me. Israel, as | said before, 
works only for its interests. We, on the 
Other hand, have to know where our 
own interests lie. Ours are in our unity 


so that we can face what comes ‘rom 
Israel and its allies. 


What is your comment on the 
deciaration made by Uri Lubrani, 
coordinator of the israeli activities 
in Lebanon, that Israet is 
concerned with the security of the 
eastern areas and the reaction of 
some Christian leaders who 
criticized him ? 

What happened in the eastern areas 
between (Lebanese Forces Officer 
Maroun) Machaalani and (former 
Lebanese Forces leader Fouad) Abu 
Nader on one side, and Israel's only 
man (chairman of the executive 
committee of the Lebanese Forces) 
Samir Geagea is the best proof of the 
role israel is playing in Lebanon. When 
Geagea was about to loose control 
Israel threatened to interfere by 
sending in parachutists to rescue its 
one and only agent. No need for 
Lubrani to declare it, it is known that 
Israel interferes constantly in the affairs 
of Lebanon. As long as Israel has 
agents in LeDanese areas, it will always 
be behind every security breakdown 
and every political conflict. 


Do you still beileve that the 
so-called «reconciliation talks» 
heid in Beirut’s race-track were 
useless 7? If the taiks resume, do 
you expect to see agreement over 
any issues, considering that the 
participants failed to impiement 
their previous resolutions : a total 
cease-fire, the end to the 

Propaganda war, and the closure 

of Iilegai ports? 

The talks may not succeed, or may 
fail, or may Nave already falied. But the 
meeting of the warlords in the 
race-track is better than having them 
not meet at all. At least when they meet 
we get a little peace and quiet. We 
might not expect much from these talks 
but they might ease off certain tensions. 
Solving ail our problems may require a 
miracie 


Do you expect the deployment of 

the Lebanese Armv in the South? 

What would be its role 7? Is It to 

assist UNIFIL ? Willlsrael approve 

of the deployment ? 

1 demand and insist that the 
Lebanese Army deploy ‘ in the South. | 











don't see why our army cannot perform 
its duties of protecting our land while 
UNIFIL soldiers come from ail over the 
world to supposedly do so. Had we 
initially had astrong Army we would not 

now be living the age of covntiess 
armies. Our Army was not built to be 
one Army, for one country. | repeat: the 
Army mustdeplov in the South and we 
won't ask for israel’s approval. Since 
when has Israei been our tutor ? Since 
when do we consult with Israel 7 We do 
not want to please Israel, on the 
contrary we want it to remain angry 
because that makes us happy. We do 
not want to please Israel as Egypt did 
by inviting it to come in through the front 
door. 


But will the Army sentto the South 

be more than a symbol 7? 

It all depends on the political 
decision. The Army should De provided 
with support, logistics and the resolve 
to fight the enemy. It should be 
provided with the political coverage to 
perform its duties. The Army did fight 
Israel In Kana. It lost the battle simply 
because Israel is stronger. TheArmy 
also fought in Kawthariet ai-Sayyad. 

Atruly national Army should fight and 
sacrifice. The Army should protect us. It 
should support t?, » resistance. Soidiers 
from every religion shouid fight !srael. | 
am not in favorof the Army deployingon 
the greenline. TheArmy, both in East 
and West Beirut has become a means 
to instigate trouble and corruption. This 
Army should perform its real duty, 
which is to fight israei in the South. 


Why did the attacks on the UNIFIL 

cease ? 

God only knows. These attacks 
suddenly stopped. It was said that they 
were done by a religiow's group. But 
they certainly were not carried out Dy 
Lebanese. 
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SA'ADAH COMMENTS ON DIALOGUE, SOUTH, SITUATION IN BEIRUT 
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 13-19 Oct 86 pp 19, 20 


[Article by Nadim Abou Ghannam] 


[Text | 


als) 


The issue of «liquidations» 
Is grossly exaggerated. If 
liquidations there are, | 
strongly condemn then 


Ad 


Is there any point in a resumption 

of the meetings of the dialogue 

committee. considering that its 
suggestions that the ports be 

handed over to the state and thai a 

media and security truce be 

carried out, have not been 
implemented ? 

Dialogue will fail uniess the means of 
its success are secured. We believed 
that the decisions of the dialogue 
committee would be implemented, in 
part if not all, and we, for our part, have 
implemented all decisions relating to 
the media and security truce. As to 
handing over the legal or illegal ports to 
the state, we had immediately 
proceeded to do so, until we found out 
that what had been decided aimed at 
putting us before a fait accompli. 


Minister Nabih Berri said that 
decision 2/84 says that Ouzai Port 
Is a legal port, and that customs 
must be introduced there. What is 
your comment ? 
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The question is by no means one of 
customs and taxes. These are all 
pretexts, the major issue Dering that the 
ports must De handed over to the state, 
which alone decides whether they are 
legal or not 


Do you, personally, think the 

Ouzai Port is legal ? 

| dont know. Some people say 
Obayeh Port is legal and licensed to 
receive ships. | will not engage in a 
discussion on the legality or illegality of 
any port. The decision was out that ail 
ports must be handed over, and we 
must do that. However, after we 
implemented this decision, the others 
failed to do so 


Do you favor the plan to send 
Lebanese Army to South Lebanon? 
The Lebanese Army must ensure 
security in all Lebanese regions with- 
out exception. There have been 
previous attempts to send the Army 
to the South, but its deployment was 
restricted to certain areas because of 
objections voiced by some factions. 


Do you think the Army 
deployment will be acceptable 
this time ? 

When the Army was sent to the 
South inthe’70Os, it was stopped by one 
specific faction. Today, there are 
numerous factions in South Lebanon, 
and the Army must not be put at risk. 
Before the Army issent, every thing must 
be done to secure its safety 








Should the Army be sent to the 

South, do you think it will succeed 

in its mission ? 

Certainly, if there are guarantees. 
But what guarantees that it will not 
come under attack, as UNIFIL has? 


Do you think the fightong in the 

Rashidiyeh and Miyeh-Miyeh 

camps will spread to other 

Palestinian camps in Sidon or 

Beirut ? 

Once the fire is kindled, it will spread 
from one area to another, and only 
those who kindled it can decide where it 
will flare up. 


But what are your expectations ? 
It is a series that will continue. | do not 
know where, but it will continue. 


Do you expect a renewed Israeli 

incursion into South Lebanon ? 

The situation in South Lebanon is 
Critical, as indeed became ciear over 
the last period through the attacks on 
UNIFIL. We have reasons to fear for the 
South should UNIFIL withdraw. 


Some analysts fear an attempt at 
an incursion into West Beirut by 
the forces in East Beirut. Do you 
think this is likely ? 

The demarcation lines are old, they 
were almost guaranteed as «red lines» 
until September 27. Here | must point 
out that what happened on that day was 
no internal matter. As to an incursion 
from East Beirut into the western 
sector, this is absolutely unlikely. 


Do you think everything is back to 
normal in East Beirut ? 


ale 


An incursion from East to 
West Beirut is absolutely 


unlikely 
AG 


All signs indicate this. What 
happened on September 27 was an 
incursion from West Beirut, but ! think 
no one, not me nor anyone else, can 
guess the consequences of another 
such attempt. 








we 
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How do you explain the fact that 
bodies of young men are sitill 
being found now in East Beirut ? 
| think the issue of “liquidations” is 
being grossiy exaggerated. If any 
liquidations are being carried out, | 
condemn them very strongly. 


Do you think the Army-Lebanese 

Forces dispute has been 

resolved ? 

This dispute resulted from an 
unmeditated accident, and | think both 
sides understand what happened. 


Why then does Army 
Commander-in-Chief Micheli Aoun 
consider a meeting with the 
Lebanese Forces out of the 
question iow ? 

There is a disagreement as to what 
happened. Charges and accusatiozs 
are being made, maybe by factions 
who seek to create a 
misunderstanding between the Army 
and the Forces, so we must await the 
results of the investigation 


What about the misunderstanding 
between the Forces and Bkirki ? 
This has aiso been resolved i 


Ad 


The dialogue committee 
decision to hand over the 
ports aimed at putting usin 
front of a fait accompli 


AAG 


personally attended the meeting in 
Bkirki where everything was clarified. 


Why then did Lebanese Forces 

Chief Samir Geagea not attend 

the mass held at Louaize (for the 

250th anniversary of the council of 

the Maronite Church heid there)? 

| do not know that Geagea is obliged 
to attend all ceremonies. | personally 
was not there Sunday, although | am in 
constant contact with Bkirki and 
Patriarch Sfeir, especially as | believe 
Bkirki is our reference point. | couldn’t- 
attend Sunday's mass for personal 
reasons, and! donot know the reasons 
why Geagea was absent. This question 
should be addressed to him. 
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Ousted Lebanese Forces Chief 
Elle Hobelka, who launched the 
September 27 incursion, said he 
would repeat his attempt. What is 
your comment. 
| do not understand these threats, |! 

see no justification for them, but 
anyway, what capacity does he have if 
he is making his threats on a personal 
basis ? 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
called for a militia withdrawal! from 
the demarcation lines, which 
would then be entrusted only to 
the Lebanese Army. What is your 
reply ? 

Demarcation lines have two sides, 
the eastern and the western. Why does 
he always call for the Army to take over 
the eastern side of these lines ? Net 
that we are against this. And why does 
he call for the Army to assume security 
in East Beirut ? Security is not to be 
divided, nor can it be stopped at a 
checkpoint or a demarcation line. So if 
there should be an Army deployment, it 
should be done in al! regions. But | 
would like to call here for sincerity in 
the formulation of the statements: the 
Army that should be deployed is that 
which obeys the orders of the general 
command, not those of local 
leaderships. 


You said Bkirki was the 

«reference» in East Beirut. Does 

this mean it speaks on behaif of 

the Christians? 

No specific person or party speaks 
for the Christians. The political leaders 
do, with the blessing of the spiritual 
leaders. @ 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


ABU-GHAZALAH ‘EXECUTED' BY PI.0--An unknown Palestinian group said Wednesday 
it was responsible for killing a Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) of- 
ficial in Athens Tuesday, An anonymous caller told an international news 
agency in Beirut that the "Palestinian Revenge Organization--Deir Yassin 
Unit" had executed Monder abu Gazala, Gazala, 45, died in a car bomb explo- 
sion in the eastern Athens suburb of Nea Smirni. The PLO identified him as 
chief of the Palestinian naval forces, ‘We announce our responsibility for 
executing the treacherous agent,..this is the beginning...we warn all those 
who bet on any dialogue or meeting with (PLO leader) Yasser Arafat" the 
caller said, It was the first claim made for Gazala's killing. A PLO state- 
ment Tuesday accused the Israeli intelligence service, Mossad, of the murder. 
It said Gazala was a member of the Palestine National Council, of the Revolu- 
tionary Council of the Fateh guerrilla group headed by Arafat and of the 
Supreme Military Council of the Revolutionary Palestinian Forces. The caller, 
who spoke Arabic with a Palestinian accent, said Gazala was "one of the 
symbols of Arafat's gang because of his dirty role in attempting to smuggle 
Yemeni Jews to our occupied Palestine," [Text] [Beirut MONDAY MORNING in 
English 26 Oct-2 Nov 86 p 12] /9274 
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QATAR 


CLERIC INTERVIEWED ON ROLE OF ISLAM 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 17 Sep 86 pp 54-55 


[Interview with Shaykh ‘Abdallah al-Ansari by Muhammad Ibrahim 'Abd-al-Sattar: 
"No Pride or Dignity Without the Application of the Shari'ah"; date and place 
not specified ] 


[Text] Islam has been strong through its men and glorious through its 
principles and high ideals that have allowed it to overcome all barriers and 
reach all corners of the world. This Islam, however, according to Shaykh 
"Abdallah al-Ansari, director of the Heritage Revival Department in Qatar, has 
begun to face some challenges and obstacles that impede the Islamic call. Hew 
is this happening? This is what we will find out in this interview. 


[Question] Some Islamic countries are leaning toward the application of 
Islamic law. What does this mean to you? 


[Answer] First, I would like to clarify one important point which is that the 
adoption of the Islamic Shari'ah as the law of the Islamic countries and the 
application of God's law and the Sunna of His prophet are not a voluntary 
matter but rather a duty anda definite responsibility of all Islamic 
countries. It is an issue not subject to any choices for it represents, first 
and foremost, the true character of all these countries. 


However, some intrusions caused the application of the Islamic Shari'ah to be 
subject to certain circumstances. For example, one finds certain Islamic 
countries which have adhered, thank God, to the application of the Islamic 
Sharitah for a long time and have not used what is now referred to as 
positive laws and regulations. One such country is Saudi Arabia, may God 
protect it. 


On the other hand, other Islamic countries that were under colonialism have 
been unable to shake off the colonialist legacy even after God granted them 
independence. They have retained the positive laws and regulations. Some of 
these countries tried to establish, in addition to these laws, canonical and 
ethnic courts to focus on legislative matters. Meanwhile, they set up other 
courts to concentrate on societal matters such as the traffic, municipal and 
other courts. 
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[Question] But what prevents these countries from applying the Islamic 
Shari'ah? 


[Answer ] I do not know what prevents them from applying and observing the 
provisions of the Islamic Shari'ah, particularly since they are Islamic 
countries whose people profess Islam. 


1 am quite amazed by the justifications offered by certain Muslim rulers for 
failing to apply the Islamic system of rule in their countries due to their 
ties to the international order and their connections with international 
economic organizations and agencies that decree that they abandon Islamic 
systems in favor of international positive laws and regulations, while reality 
says differently. The Islamic system of rule has proven itself to be the best 
and it is illogical for man to drop from the bottom to the top, leaving the 
Islamic system of rule for man-made systems. 


[Question] Do you not think that the hesitation of some countries to apply 
this is due to the failure of certain countries that have tried it? 


[ Answer ] This view may be true, but it cannot be used as a gauge because it 
is an uncommon occurrence. The uncommon cannot prevail. The failure that 
occurred when Sudan applied Islamic rule may be due to several reasons, 
including, for example, the insincerity of the person who led the move toward 
application or perhaps he used it to gain political support for his regime. 


Application of the Islamic Shari'ah requires sincere and faithful leaders. 
Reality indicates and underscores the fact that the Islamic nation cannot have 
pride or dignity without the application of the Islamic Shari'ah. When this 
is achieved, it will be blessed, for God Almighty said: "If you help God's 
cause, He will help you." Helping God's cause means the application of his 
laws, orders and prescriptioins. 


[Question] We have noticed that the state of Islamic youth is deteriorating 
and the personality of the Muslim youth leaves something to be desired. How 
do you explain the reasons for this situation? 


[Answer] Perhaps the situation we have mentioned has brought upon the Islamic 
nation such intrusions. We now see young Muslim generations talking about 
positive laws and sytems of rule and see in the application of Islam and its 
provisions an unfamiliar situation incompatible with their own. This 
underscores the fact that the Ministry of Education has failed to implant 
sound concepts and principles by example and, therefore, young people grow up 
with a shaky attitude toward their religion, thus allowing any current easily 
to penctrate to their souls, making them feel that their conduct does not 
constitute forbidden actions inconsistent with the Islamic religion. 


[Question] What are the reasons for the spread of churches in some Gulf 
countries? 


[Answer] Enemies began planning for the invasion of the area a long time ago. 
They took advantage of the presence of a large number of non-Muslim foreigners 
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who fed them the idea that they should have their own places of worship. 
Things happened and churches spread in Guif countries. This situation should 
not be permitted and, therefore, the Supreme World Council of Mosques has 
denounced this matter and dispatched several committees to Guif states to 
discuss this issue. The constituent council of the Islamic World League also 
dispatched envoys to the region demanding a ban on the building of churches in 
the area. We thank God that Islamic sentiment is alive in the area and so is 
aversion to such activities. 


[Question] Do you not think that our educational programs are unable to 
inculcate the Islamic concept and personality? 


{[Aswer] Our educational programs four years ago did not allow the creation of 
a cohesive Muslim generation able to withstand deviationist currents and 
thoughts. But I would like to announce some good news. Educational programs 
in Gulf countries, following recommendations by the ulemas, have been improved 
greatly. Moreover, the Islamic information media that were in a bad and 
painful state of decline in most Gulf countries have begun to experience some 
change and discipline, particularly following the recommendations of the 
ulemas to officials in these countries. 


It must be admitted, however, that the best Islamic information medium not 
only in Gulf countries but in all Islamic countries is found in Saudi Arabia 
where Islamic principles and rules have been firmly established on true 
Islamic texts and Islamic orientation drawn from the Koran and the Sunna. I 
believe that the Gulf countries and the entire Islamic world must follow the 
example of the Saudi information system and to emulate it in this true Islamic 
accomplishment in the interest of Muslims and their crucial causes. 


[Question] What do you think of the initiative by the secretary general of 
the Islamic World League to open a department at the Institute of Imams_ and 
Missionaries in Mecca to teach Islamic media to newsmen? 


[Answer] This is undoubtedly a good and blessed step for which I salute the 
league's secretary general. Things are usually achieved gradually and I thank 
God that the idea has been put forth and we hope it will be realized. I hope 
that the Islamic countries will strive to realize this wish in their Islamic 
institutes and schools. We must not put all the burden on Saudi Arabia and it 
is the Islamic countries' duty to assume their responsibilities and fulfill 
their role of serving the Muslims. 


I am sure that the Gulf states as a whole are performing a significant Islamic 
role. This role, however, is undertaken on ean individual basis and it would 
be nice to have some kind of coordination, integration and cooperation, 
particularly in this field which requires sincere Islamic efforts. 


[Question] There are a large number of Islamic organizations and agencies in 
the world. Don't you think that this situation is detrimental to the Islamic 
call? 


[Answer] This is the tragedy of the Islamic nation. Islamic and official 
associations, organizations and agencies must cooperate and work together’ to 
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draw up an integrated plan for Islamic projects instead of burdening the 
Muslims with repetit’ ,us projects in one country while other areas may be in 
dire need of the same projects. I hope that these associations and 
organizations will become aware of the dimensions of the strife and 
internecine fighting that have a negative effect on the Islamic call and will 
unify their ranks into one organization or one agency for the good of the 
Muslims. 


[Question] Some destructive thoughts, such as Kadiyanism [same as Ahmadiyah] 
and Bahaism seek to associate their religious landmarks with Islam. How do 
the ulema feel about this? 


[Answer } We discussed this matter during the recent Islamic World League 
meetings. This is nothing new. It has been going on since the time of the 
Prophet when he went to Medina to ouild the Qaba Mosque, thus prompting the 
Jews to build the Darar Mosque. 


We are aware that Kadiyanism and Bahaism are forever seeking to build mosques 
which they label as Kadiyani or Bahai. This represents a grave danger to 
uninformed Muslims because they do not know the meaning of Kadiyanism or 
Bahaisn. Therefore, these things must be fought and officials in Islamic 
countries must be asked to resist and ban them. 


On this occasion, we offer our profound thanks to the government of Pakistan 
for its pioneering step in prohibiting all Bahai and Kadiyani landmarks from 
using any of the Islamic banners and from naming their places of worship after 
mosques. 


[Question] We find that the Muslim is being put to the test in many 
situations and Islam is being subject to campaigns and designs aimed at its 
destruction. Why is this happening? 


[Answer] Well, Islam has always been a target of such designs. When the 
prophet received the revelation from heaven to call for right and justice and 
to rule by the word of God, his people from Quraysh fought and attacked him 
in an attempt to stop him from completing his eternal call. 


We must realize however that even though Islam has been a target ever since 
that time, God has protected its faith and its prophet. God Almighty said: 
"It is incumbent on us to help the believers" and "O ye who believe! If ye 
help Allah's cause, He will help you and will make your foothold firm." 


What has undermined the Islamic nation and afflicted it with fragmentation and 
perdition is its lack of commitment to Islam and non-adherence to Islamic 
rites and provisions. If Muslims were to realize this truth, they would 
return to their past splendor and glory. 


[Question] How can the Christianization and evangelism campaigns invading the 
Islamic world be resisted and counteracted? 


[Answer] Evangelism campaigns did not come out of a vacuum, but have 
emerged from a painful reality in which Muslims were wandering aimlessly. 
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These missionary agencies did not come originally to preach Christianity, but 
came primarily to shake the Muslims’ belief in their religion and spread 
destructive ideas and material temptations to alienate them from Islam and 
prevent them from performing their religious duties. They brought Christianity 
and evangelism because they know that Islam is a strong religion unaffected by 
other religions. Hence, the Islamic nation must wake up and its awakening 
must focus on the application of God's rites and the firm establishment of the 
principles of justice, love and peace among its people f.~ these are the true 
precepts sct forth by this great religion. 
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Preliminary Report on Objectives 
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[Article by Subhash Chakravarti] 
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The tien delenit GTX-37-14 U 
been tested upto 100 


i 
1% 


totality. This will provide a cushion 
against a contungency in which the US. 


eau Och elect 
ment including the radar for the na- 
tional test range in Orssa has already 
been made availabic to India ws an 

ive endeavour. 

The radar is needed for testing of 
vanety of tactical missiles which are 
being developed in India. Such range 
instrumentation 1s essentual to evaluaic 
the design and performance of the 
mussiles now being made in India. 





Analyst on Talks With Gandhi 
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[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI. Oct. 12. 

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Caspar 
Weinberger. who had a 90-minute meeting with 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. on Satur- 

soon after his arrival in Delhi on a four-day 
icial visit, described his talks as “happy and 
productive’ saying that “we have reached sub- 
stantial agreement on several things and want 
that this rate of progress should continue” 

The “substantial agreement” he referred to 
related to the positive U.S. response to Indias 
request for high technology transfer and supply 
of critical components for the development and 
production of a wide range of defence equip- 
ment such as engines and electronics for the 
light combat aircraft project. radar and teleme- 
try system for testing missiles. anti-tank wea- 
ponry, night vision equipment. armour piercing 
projectiles and super alloys. fire contro! and tran- 
smission mechanisms for the main battle tank 
prototypes now undergoing field tests. 


Supercomputer sale 

The US. Defence Secretary. who met the 
Prime Minister without any aides on either side. 
also disclosed after his talks. during which they 
discussed some international issues other than 
Indo-American defence cooperation. that the 
U.S. had agreed in principle to sell the super- 
computer sought by India. subject to certain sa 
feguards to be worked out by experts of the 
two Governments. 

A proper distinction is being kept up by both 
sides during these talks between direct 
purchase of sophisticated weapons in which 
India is not interested at present and the US 
readiness to transfer high technology to enable 
India to meet the bulk of its defence require- 
ments through increased self-reliance. But tne 
U.S. which is seeking to establish a closer pro- 
fessional relationship between the armed for- 
ces of the two countries through technology 


transfer as well as exchange ot visits ana ex 
pansion of training facilities is leaving the op- 
tion to India to decide in what form. at what 
level and at what stage it would like to avail it- 
seif of this offer of fuller cooperation 

in other words. the choice rests with India to 
decide how far it should go in accepting this 
U.S. offer with the political objections that go 
with it in attempting to diversify the sources of 
its defence acquisitions to reduce the country s 
heavy dependence on the Soviet Union. The In 
dian view is that there is no gical Compulsion 
or hurry for exercising this option at this stage 
and to an extent that would have far-reaching 
foreign policy implications 

What is really significant in this context is 
that the kind of wide-ranging defence relation 
ship which Mr. Weinberger is envisaging en 
compasses a much wider area than contempia 
ted earlier in the form of limited technology 
transfer in specific areas of development and 
production of sophisticated weapon systems 
The US. is evidently trying to gain a firm foot- 
hold in the arena of Indias defence presumably 
with the two-fold objective of extending its own 
influence and in the process reducing Indias 
heavy dependence on the Soviet Union 

The main thurst of the U.S. Defence Secret: 
ary's pointed hints was aimed at driving home 
the proposition that he wanted India to know 
that alternative sources of supply were avail- 
able. He said “we can help if India wants to 
take advantage.” adding that “we are prepared 
to assist in any way it (India) finds comfortable.” 

At an a press conference after his 
meeting with Mr. Rajiv Gandhi on Saturday after 
noon, Mr. Weinberger said that. consistent with 
its responsibilities and interests, the U.S. was 
seeking a “very good, strong working relation- 
ship with both India and Pakistan’. He went a 
step further with the follow-up observation that 
‘our friendship with India is perfectly compat 











ible (with our relationship) with China and Fakis- 


tan . 

It is reliably learnt that during his talks with 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi which lasted twice as long as 
the 45-minute time set for it. the U.S. Defence 
Secretary, who is rated by those who know him 
personaily as a highly articulate and intelligent 
person. gave his assessment of China's current 
thinking and attitudes in the light of the exten- 
sive talks he had with the top Chinese leaders 
in Beijing on both bilateral and international is- 
sues, before arriving in Delhi. But it is not 
known whether he brought any message from 
Beijing or had given his own impressions 

There was, however, an unmistakable hint of 
the U.S. readiness to make its good offices availa- 
bie in the remark he made after his meeting 
with Mr. Rajiv Gandhi that. depending on the 
mutual trust that India and the U.S. are able to 
establish in their relations, “we believe that we 
can be of some assistance in many ways that 
these countries (Pakistan and China) individual- 
ly and India particularly would find acceptabie.” 


_ he the day today visiting Agra and 
Jaipur on a sight-seeing trip, while some of his 
advisers stayed on in to in infor- 
mai discussions in preparation for full de- 
legation level meetings on Tuesday. before he 
leaves for Pakistan. He met the Minister of 
State for Defence and others from the Defence 
eng ay a dinner hosted by the U.S. Ambas- 
sador, Mr. Gunther Dean. last night. 

The U.S. Defence Secretary will be flying to 
Bangalore tomorrow to see Hindustan 
Aeronautics. Bharat Electronics and the 
Aeronautical Development Centre 

The main event during the delegation level 
talks on Tuesday will be a presentation with 
charts and maps by Gen. K. Sunderji about 
Indias threat perceptions and a follow-up dis- 
Cussion on technology requirements on the 
basis of a second presentation made by the 
Scientific Adviser to the Defence Ministry, Dr. 
V. S. Arunachaiam. 


Advice on Pakistan Policy 
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[Article by Manoj Joshi] 
[Text } 


JAKARTA, Oct. 13. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, has cal- 
led far the convening of an international confer- 
ence to give practical effect to the 1971 U.N. 
declaration on the Indian Ocean. Speaking at a 
banquet hosted in his honour by the indonesian 
President. Mr. Suharto, Mr. Gandhi said India 
wanted the indian Ocean to be a zone of peace 
but it continued to be an arena of rivairy and mili- 

build-up. 

Prime Minister recalled. noting the age- 
old links between the two countries, that this 
was his second visit to the “country of fabled 
beauty . He had come here earlier in 1950 with 
Pandit Nehru and Indira Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi 
stressed the links between the Indian and In- 
donesian freedom movements noting that 
Nehru had called an 18-nation conference in 
1949 to express the region's solidarity with the 
Indonesian freedom struggle. 

Both the countries were seeking now to win 
the battle for technological development “in an 
unhelpful—perhaps even hostile—inter- 
national environment.” It was the attitude of the 
industrial countries obsessed with the politics 
of power that had given birth to the concept of 
nonalignment. “Nonalignment ensures our inde- 
pendence. it enables us to withstand pres- 
sures, ° Mr. Gandhi said. 

Mr. Gandhi compared the activities of the 
ASEAN. of which Indonesia is a member. with 
the efforts of the newly established South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation of 
which India is a part. He said a cooperative ap- 





proach generally helped neighbouring coun- 
tries to solve their problems more effectively. 

Seeks Indonesian support: The Prime Minis- 
ter dwelt on the issue of racism and the efforts 
of the nonaligned movement to eliminate apar- 
theid. He counted on Indonesia's support for 
making the AFRICA-fund a success. 


Kampuchean issue: in another (ast-minute 
addition to his prepared banquet speech, Mr. 
Gandhi elucidated on the Kampuchean situ- 
ation. He said the people of Kampuchea suffer- 
ed a terrible ide at the hands of the Pol 
Pot regime. * conscience of the world must 
never allow those responsible for this genocide 
to ever again return in any guise. We believe 
that the problems of this region can be resoiv- 
ed only through dialoque and negotiations lead- 
ing to the withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Kampuchea and safeguarding ail States of the 
region from interference, subversion and coerc- 
ion.” he added. 

Mr. Suharto. in his speech, expressed his re- 
lief at the Prime Minister's escape from the re- 
cent assassination attempt. He drew attention 
to the historical links between the two coun- 
tries, especially those forged during the period 
of the two countries’ national movement. He 
noted that India and Indonesia shared similar 
fundamental views on the nonaligned move- 
ment and the struggle for the aspirations of the 
Third World nations. 

There was no reference by the Indonesian 
President to the Prime Minister's concern over 
the continuing deadlock over the Indian Ocean 








PTI, UNI report: 
In an apparent reference to Britain and the 
United States. the Prime Minister said. “un- 


Only sanctions will compe! Pretoria, Mr 
Gandhi said. regretting that some countries 
were still opposed to the imposition of sanc- 
tions on the racist regime. “Their piea is that the 
black will suffer, but we. who won our freedom 
from colonial rule, are familiar with this speci- 


Mr. Gandhi recalled that imperialists used to 


Claim that independence wouid hurt the poor 
people of their erstwhile colonies. “Nothing is 


so odious as sham sympathy. Just as 

our freedom, so will the oppressed millions of 
South Africa triumph. it is our duty to ensure 
that more blood and suffering are not exacted 
from them. 

Arrival: Mr. Gandhi was given a warm wel- 

come when he flew in here today. Breaking pro- 
tocol, Mr. Suharto came to the airport to per- 
sonaily receive Mr. Gandhi who is accompa- 
nied by his wife Mrs. Sonia Gandhi and a high- 
level delegation. 
Greeting him, Mr. Suharto said Mr. Gandhi's 
visit would further cement the friendly ties bet- 
ween the two countries and give a new dimen- 
SION to their economic reiations. 

Those present at the Halim Perdanakusuma 
military airport to welcome Mr. Gandhi includ- 
ed the Indonesian Vice-President. Mr. Umar 
Wirahadikusumah, the Foreign Minister. Mr. 
Mochtar Kusumaatmadija, Cabinet Ministers, 
Ambassadors of various countries. members of 
the Indian community 


Talks on Technology Transfer ° 
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[Text | 


IA and the United States 


measure of understanding on the trans- 


S. sade. 


4 ity of military information agree- 

NEW DELHI, October | a ot the talks bet the 
memorandum of understanding 

will conclude an agreement adequate and this was conveyed to 


He told a questioner: “I betieve that 
this being the first visit (of a US. 
defence secretary), there will be more 
awareness of what we believe in and 
our hopes and what we fear.” 


Asked whether the views of the U.S. 
avout security environment in the sub- 
continent have undergone a change 
pointed out this was the first visit by a 
U.S. defence team. “We are not trying 
for exctusivity. We have explained our 
views. India’s non-aligned status was 
meant to be so.” 

Declining to specify the areas ident- 
ified for joint action, Mr. Arun Singh 
etc. We did not discuss any weapons 
system nor did we ask for them. Nor 
was any specific hardware item taken 
up.” 





not take part in today’s talks because of 
ulness. 
When approached by reporters after 
Mr. Weinberger’s departure, Mr. Arun 
Singh said the issue of signing a general 


Asked whether India had moved 
away from the Soviet Union and got 
closer to the U.S.. Mr. Arun Singh 
remarked: “This visit has defined areas 
of ton within the ambit of the 
MOU (memorandum of  under- 
standing).” 








Analyst on Technology Talks 
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[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NE DELHL Oct. 14. 7 
The Indo-U.S. talks on defence cooperation 
ended today on a promising note with what 
was Officially described as a wide measure of | 
understanding on technology transfer after identi- 
‘yn the many areas for collaboration in the | 
— development and production of sophisti- | 
equipment. 
eqD hs have been aor { 


the establishment of the requisite degree of | 
mutual confidence for engaging in this coopera- : 
tion. oe ' 
The US. Defence Secretary, Mr. Caspar 
Weinberger. who was indisposed could not 
participate in the final round of talks today. 
when detailed presentations were made by the » 
Chief of the Army Staff, General K. Sundarji, on 
India’s threat perceptions and by the Scientific | 
Adviser. Dr. V. S. Arunachalam, on the coun- 


in the de ment of advanced weapon 4 
tems. The U.S. delegation was led by the As- 
sistant Secretary of Defence for Internationa! | 
Security Affairs, Mr. Richard Armitage, in the 
absence of Mr. Weinberger who was suffering © 
from what is commonly described as Delhi 
belly in diplomatic circles here. 
After Mr. Weinberger described his trip to 
india as a “wonderful visit in every way” before 
his departure, the Minister of State for Defence. 
Mr. Arun Singh. said that “on the whole. we are 
very much satisfied” with it. The visit had heip-- 
ed. he pointed out. to promote a better under- 
standing of ‘each other's perceptions, beliefs 
. It had also enabled India and the US.. Mr 
Arun Singh said, to identify and settle some of 
irritants and probiems that had cropped up in 
the development and transfer of technologies 
under the memorandum of understanding sign- 
ed in 1984. There was no talk about any milit- 
ary deal or acquisition of American weapons, 
he stressed, since the entire discussions were 
confined to the development and transter of 
technologies over a wide spectrum. including 
the supply of sensors and simulators and provi- 
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it. As many as 18 US. defence de- 
legations have been to india in the last 16 
months for detailed discussions on the country’s 
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Comment on Weinberger's Illness 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Oct 86 p l 


[Text ] A Washington report about US susceptibilities to the cordial reception and 
respectful hearing put, for a moment US Secretary of Defence Caspar 
Weinberger’s reported illness in the category of “diplomatic sicknesses”. 

After visiting the samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat and plac- 
ing a wreath at the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate Mr Weinberger can- 
celled all his appointments on Tuesday. 

Was it because Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi who is also Minister of 
Defence left the country soon after Mr Weinberger’s arrival? 

According to US delegation sources, he cancelled his meeting with 
the Minister of State for External Affairs K R Narayanan and was leaving 
as scheduled for Islamabad. 

The cancellation of the meeting with Mir Narayanan was at the in- 
stance of the latter, who was indisposed himself, official sources explained. 

Was that the last straw? 

Mr Weinberger did not attend the talks between the two delegations. 
Was it because it was led by Minister of State for Defence Arun Singh that 
he sent his deputy, Assistant Secretary of Defence for International! Securi- 
ty Affairs Richard Armitage to attend? 

Then he left his hotel more than an hour before his scheduled depar- 
ture and sat in his aircraft which was parked on the tarmac with its genera- 
tor running and the airconditioner switched on. 

He came out to meet Mr Arun Singh and the three Service Chiefs 
when they arrived there on time to see him off. 

Did he look sick? someone asked. 

He has an upset tummy, he was told. 

But, then, news came that the super computer deal is going through 
and Mr Weinberger told newsmen at the airport that ‘we are going to pur- 
sue that” (co-production of military equipment) and it sounded like 
MacArthur's “I shail return” announcement. 

So it could not have been diplomatic illness. 


Need for Supercomputer Questioned 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Oct 86 p 8 


{Editorial: "Tread Very Softly"] 


[Text ] The talks with the U. S. defence secretary, Mr. Caspar 
Weinberger, seem to have ended on a general note of 
satisfaction. In particular, New Deihi appears to be assured 
that the supercomputer deai would finally come through. 
Mr. Arun Singh, the union minister of state for defence, has 
gone so far as to say that only the dotting of ‘i’s and crossing 
of ‘t’s remain. But precisely these dots and crosses need to 
be examined carefully. For the specific package of condi- 
tions that would govern the sale has not been presented; it 
will be sent next month. Even so close a U. S. ally as Britain 
has found itself hamstrung on the use of a Cray-l 
supercomputer. [t could not shift the machine from Atomic 
Energy Research Establishment, Harwell, to University of 
London without explicit permission from the U. S. 
authonities. Another condition almost p:ohibited scientists 
using the computer from publishing their data. It is hard to 
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believe that the Pentagon, which had been insisting on 
stringent conditions in India’s case, would relent now. 
Although Mr. Singh appears confident that the present 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) is adequate, the 
Pentagon has been pressing for a GSOMIA (general security 
of military information agreement). Only a strong desire to 
sell hi-tech defence items in an effort to wean India away 
from a strong Soviet influence can persuade the Pentagon 
to relent. 


All that apart, do we in fact need the supercomputer? 
First, the Cray-XMP, the supercomputer in question, is not’ 
the latest of its genre. It has been superseded by at least three 
other models and the current top-of-the-shelf machine is 
Cray-2. Even that may be left behind by the time we get and 
install our unit. Secondly, the supercomputers are mainly 
used for frontier research in fundamental sciences, high- 
traffic telecommunications, simulations of complex design- 
ing problems and weather forecasting. Neither our industry 
nor our scientific research establishments are engaged into 
the type of work that cannot proceed without access to a 
supercomputer. High-speed mainframes or 
microprocessors can satisfy most of our needs. That leaves 
weather forecasting as the only conceivable application. The 
U. S, weather bureau’s experience in this regard is not very 
encouraging. The accuracy of prediction in its tnal expen- 
ments never exceeded 95 per cent. If that was marginally 
better than what other lesser machines could provide, the 
cost was prohibitively high. 


Attempt To Influence Policy 
New Delhi Patriot in English 21 Oct 86 p 4 
[Article by Mohit Sen] 


{Text ] 





fe Weinberger visit is already 
quite a few days old. With the 
speed of events being what it is in 
our days, it might seem rather late 
to be taking it up for comment 
now. It is not really so since we 
shall be left with the consequence 
of that visit for some time to come. 
There were two important as- 
pects to that visit; interconnected 
but not identical. One was the at- 
tempt to push into our defence sys- 
tem, especially in the highly strate- 
gic sphere of defence production. 
The other was the attempt to use 
the gambit of high technology to 
influence our foreign policy. 
Seldom has the visit by a high 
US official been prepared for over 
such a long period of time. Delega- 


tions to India and from India had 
gone back and forth for almost two 
years. The most important in the 
series was that of Fred Ikle in May 
1985. This gentleman is not only of 
the superhawks of the hawkish 
Pentagon but also a key figure in 
the linkup between the CIA and 
the military intelligence. It was af- 
ter his visit that the Northerop 
Corporation and India was in- 
formed that the engine for India’s 
Light Combat Aircraft, (LCA) had 
been cleared. 

The next in the series was the 
January 1986 visit led by Talbot 
Lindstrom, another Pentagon lu- 
minary. This team extended the 
“area of cooperation” from the en- 
gine of the LCA to the entire air- 





craft itself. In other words, it sig- 
nalled the US desire to take over 
India’s LCA and to coopt it into 
the military-industrial complex of 
the US. 

Simultaneously, the Reagan 
Administration has gone ahead 
with its plan to assist Pakistan, in 
collaboration with China, to set up 
its production plant to convert the 
Chinese version of the Miz-21 into 
something as powerful as the F’-16. 
This would be an extension of the 
already powerful presence of the 
US military industrial complex in 
Pakistan. 

It should be noted that what is 
envisaged is not the purchase of an 
engine or of technological process- 
es. In the case of collaboration with 





the US in the matter of the LCA 


what is contemplated is a develop- | 
ment programme likely to last over | 


a decade. This would open up fresh 
opportunities for the US to further 
penetrate our already penetrated 
state power. 

Nor is this all. What would 
happen is that the production of 
the LCA itself would be continu- 
ously delayed. Ind‘a has already 
reached the stage of take off in cru- 
cial spheres of science and technol- 
ogy. Delay is precisely what is 
deadly. It is a specific form of the 
sabotage ° activities of the 
scientific-technological 
neocolonialists. Whether it be 
supercomputers or LCA, what the 
Reagan Administration wants is to 
hold up our advance so as to negate 
its future possibilities. 

Along with this scientific tech- 
nological sabotage came the thrust 
against our anti-imperialist foreign 
policy which is of extraordinarily 
crucial significance in the world 
today. The gambit chosen here was 
the quite old one—the US would 
help India to solve its problems 
with Pakistan and China. The idea 
was to demonstrate US readiness 
to strengthen India even as it con- 
tinued to strengthen Pakistan. 

As the Hindu (31 September) 
put it “Mr Weinberger has already 
held out the promise of technologi- 
cal assistance to India to enable the 
country to develop its defence ca- 
pability and face Pakistan from a 
position of strength, untrammelled 
by any fears of a military imbal- 
ance in the subcontinent as a result 
of continued US arms aid to it”. 

The prime purpose of this exer- 
cise was to weaken Indo-Soviet 
friendship and cooperation. If the 
US could both strengthen India 


militarily and, at the same time,: 


pressurise Pakistan to be less hos- 
tile, then it was argued, the need 
for strengthening Indo-Soviet 
cooperation would be less. India 
could then afford to be genuinely 
nonaligned and reduce its depend- 
ence on the Soviet Union in the 
matter of military supplies. 


Another rather longer term as- 
pect of the US policy should not be 
overlooked. The Reagan Admini- 
stration is taking seriously the pos- 
sibility of better relations between 
the Soviet Union and China. Just 
as it found a substitute for Iran un- 
der the Shah, in Pakistan under 
Ziaul Haq, it does have ideas of 
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substituting India for China 
should the need arise. Of course, 
or this, India, its leadership in 
particular, has to be drastically 
changed. This would take time and 
effort. The sooner the operation 
begins. the hetter for the US. 


What, however, has been the 
upshot uf the Weinberger visit? 
Despite the unnecessarily long 
time the Prime Minister gave him, 
the US Secretary for Defence nei- 
ther gave nor received anything 
substantial. The position of stale- 
mate continues. 

Even the euphoric national 
press could only report that there 
was a “wide measure of under- 
standing on technology transfer af- 


_ ter identifying the many areas for 


collaboration in the design, devel- 
opment and production of sophis- 
ticated equipment. But no agree- 
ments have been signed”. | 


The Defence Minister for State 
Arun Singh chose his words care- 
fully when he said that the visit 
had helped to promote a better un- 
derstanding of “each other’s per- 
ceptions, beliefs and hopes”. It has 
also enabled both sides “to identify 
and settle some of the irritants and 
problems that had cropped up in 
the development and transfer of 
technologies under this memoran- 
dum of understanding signed in 
1984. There was no talk about any 
military deal or acquisition of 
American weapons”, he stressed. 


It is significant that even with 
regard to the sale of the engine for 
the LCA, the agreement has not 
yet been finalised though it ap- 
pears on the point of being so. The 
safeguards issue in relation to the 
sale of super computers has not 
been resolved. The Indian side 
seems to have taken the stand that 
there was no need for signing a 
general agreement on safeguards as 
the existing conditions provided in 
the memorandum of understand- 
ing were adequate. The US delega- 
tion, however, demanded its pound 
of flesh in the shape of further 
sovereignty-infringing safeguards. 


What is quite clear, further,is 
that India has not yielded any 
ground with regard to foreign polli- 
cy and strategy. Whether the 
stomach upset helped or not, the 
fact is that absolutely nothing of 
substance came up for discussion. 
And nothing at all changed. India 
did not even provide a sign that it 
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pean a cae ee ee 
US. 


Apart from what happened in 
India, the Prime Minister made 
quite forthright statements regard- 
ing both the Star Wars programme 
as well as the US arming of Paki- 
stan. He reiterated Mrs Indira 
Gandhi's position regarding the 
so-called Indian tilt towards the 
Soviet. Union in a manner that 
must have raised the hackles of 
those who predicted and worked 
for a change in foreign policy when 
the “son took over from the 
mother”. 

Note should certainly be taken 
of the fact that the Weinberger 
visit did not produce the results 
that some in the US and our coun- 
try expected. This has happened 
despite there being next to no 
mobilisation in our country 
against either the strategy or the 
visit of the US Defence Secretary. 
The ruling party and all other anti- 
imperialist parties and forces 
should ponder over this grievous 
default. 

This is all the more necessary 
since the danger is very far from 
being over. The Reagan Admini- 
stration is certainly not going to let 
upon its destabilisation drive. The 
military industrial complex that 
did not allow President Reagan to 
move even an inch forward at the 
Iceland summit is a relentless and 
ruthless opponent. 

It is more than likely that the 
spearhead of the attack would now 
be aimed directly at the Prime 
Minister himself. All the weak 
points and vulnerabilities would be 


quite unscrupulous use made of P 
C Sethi’s well-known instability is 
quite indicative of the shape of 
some of the things to come. What 
could now be accomplished by the 
demonstration of the possibility of 
physical assassination would be 
sought to be done by political- 
moral murder. 

What makes the menace dead- 
lier is the presence of s0 many rep- 
resentatives of the Washington 
strategy in key positions in the ec- 
onomic and defence ministries, 
particularly in the latter’s scientific 
research wing. 

What gives considerable scope 
to the makers of the menace, how- 
ever, is the virtual absence of any 
national mobilisation against it. 
Should this continue India would 
continue to be in mortal danger. 
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[Interview with T, N. Kaul, Indian ambassador to the Soviet Union, by Rajiv 


Shah } 


[Text ] 

ndian Ambassador to 
[i Soviet Union T N 

Kaul says Indo-Soviet 
relations have developed 
steadily since the visit of 
Jawaharlal Nehru to the 
Soviet Union in 1955. 
The forthcoming visit of 
CPSU General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachyov to 
India will be an impor- 
tant landmark in the de- 
velopfient of these 
relations. 

In an interview to our 
correspondent in Moscow 
Mr Kaul, who is now 
serving his second term 
as ambassador in this 
country — the first was 
from 1962 to 1966, gives 
his impressions of the 
changes the Soviet Union 
has undergone over the 
years. 


The following is the text of the 
interview: 


Question: This is for the sec- 
ond time you are in the Soviet 
Union as India's Ambassador. You 
are already here for about three 
months now. What are your im- 


pressions of the changes the Soviet 
society has undergone since your 
first term? And how do you see the 
new mood under Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachyov? ° 


T N Kaul: I see a definite 
change in the atmosphere; there is 
more frankness, more openness, 
more self-criticism. At the same 
time, there is a clear exposition of 
foreign as well as internal policy in 
the speeches. of Mr Gorbachyov in 
Vladivostok, Khabarovsk, 
Krasnodarsk and Sevastopol. The 
recent decisions taken at the Sci- 


entists’ Forum, the changes in the. 


Ministry of Foreign Trade — I 
think tiuat it is a new wave. If I may 
describe it as such, with emphasis 
on democracy, discussion, im- 


provement in economy, proper use : 


of technology and manpower and 
learning from people, as it were. 


As Mr Gorbachyov said, all the 
people are watching our behaviour 
and we must all be very careful, 
meticulous in our duty, and those 
who do not respond would be dealt 
with. It’s a new thing I am seeing 
and I personally welcome it. Al- 
though the Soviet Union is a large 
country with so many natural re- 
sources, human talent and skills, 
they were not being adequately 
used either in industry or in agri- 
culture or in management or in the 
field of production. Now there is an 
improvement both in animal hus- 
bandry and agriculture and in 
industry. 
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So far as the campaign against 
alcoholism is concerned, I under- 
stand that the Soviet Union has 
not declared itself a dry country, 
but it certainly discourages the im- 
moderate use of spirits such as al- 
cohol and coniac. There are re- 
strictions on the hours when you . 
can buy them. It prohibits drunk- 
enness, particularly in factories 
and during office hours which was 
the case in many places earlier. Al- 
ready, I think, it has led to im- 
provement in the efficiency of both 
factories and offices. And, I think, 
this movement is supported largely 
in the Soviet Union, especially, by 
the women, as it was apparent dur- 
ing Mr Gorbachyov’s Far-Eastern 
tour which was covered by televi- 
sion. An attempt is being made to 
give substitutes such as fruit- 
juices, coffee, tea etc. at the auto- 
matic shops — as you find in the 
shops of Moscow and elsewhere. I 
was recently in Georgia and even 
there I noticed the change in the 
atmosphere — anew approach to 
problems, open approach, more 
democratic approach better man- 
agement, cost-accounting, greater 
use of human resources, and re- 
moving the defects of 
bureaucratism and red tape. 

Q: Soviet economic policy 
makers emphasise economic 
methods of change as against the 
non-economic ones as was the.case 
earlier. What do you think about 
this? 

T N K: It is really not for me to 
answer this question, but non- 





economic methods were perhaps 
when quality of production was 
not emphasised and quantity was 
stressed more. The other point was 
that even the social aspect of eco- 
nomic development was neglected 
to some extent. Now the main em- 
phasis is on improvement of man- 
agement and better use of technol- 
ogy, as Mr Gorbachyov has 
emphasised in his speech in 
Krasnodarsk. Definitely, the man- 
agement was not as effective as it 
wou'd have been before. You could 
see that in ordinary supply of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. There was so 
much rotting in Uzbekistan and 
Georgia and some other places, 
while big towns and cities in Sibe- 
Tia were starved for these things. 

Now we find that incentives 
have been given to the collective 
farms and individual plots who can 
sell up to 30 per cent of their prod- 
ucts in the free market in the cities. 
And this accounts for their fulfil- 
ment of the plans which they did 
not do before. Even in Moscow one 
can see vegetables and fruits com- 
ing from the suburbs and more are 
available than ever before — I can 
see that with my own eyes. 

Q: One of the major economic 
policy directives of the current So- 
viet leadership is an unusual stress 
on acceleration. Do you think that 
the Soviet approach is in any way 
similar to the Indian approach of 
modernising the economy? 

T N K: Acceleration is needed 
particularly in the field of industry 
and agriculture. Of course, there 
are similarities, but then there are 
differences too. They (the Soviets) 
have the advantage that they have 
one party system here, we have a 
multi-party system. Also, their 
party cadres are more disciplined, 
their trade unions are also more 
disciplined. 

So we have to evolve certain 
better management methods, par- 
ticularly in the public sector; more 
efficiency, more cost-accountancy 
more emphasis on results than on 
bureaucratic methods of approach. 
And these are the lessons we can 
learn, but in our own environment, 
in our own system. Well, democra- 
cy, openness, discussions — these 


/9274 
CSO: 4600/1127 


are good things, these are applica- 
ble as much to developed as to de- 
veloping countries, as to India, the 
Soviet Union, or the United States 
or to ony other country. 


Q: What in your opinion are 


the new trends in Soviet foreign 
policy? 
T N K: There are new trends in 


foreign policy in the sense that I 


think formerly there was 
Eurocentric approach to problems. 
Now I think there is emphasis on 
Asia and the Pacific approach to 
problems. That area was neglected 
earlier. So far as the pre-summit, a 
preparatory summit and the final 
summit are concerned, it is a good 
development, but it only shows 
that the Soviet Union is willing to 
compromise on details but not on 
principles, and if the other side 
fruitfully responds, the possibili- 
ties of a fruitful summit are there. 

I am neither optimistic nor pes- 
simistic, but the new approach is 
certainly worth pursuing in the 
sense that the two so-called super- 
powers have between them today 
60,000 nuclear warheads, an over- 
kill capacity of 15 times over, and 
four tonnes of TNT explosives 
strength per head of the world’s 
population. This is madness, and if 
it can be reduced and the further 
testing and production of nuclear 
weapons stopped with a view to 
liquidating them finally by or be- 
fore the year 2000, I think it is 
worth pursuing by all countries. 

The pre-summit is I think a 
healthy trend but it remains to be 
seen what results will be produced 
for the final summit. Some pro- 
gress in the number of missiles, in- 
cluding intermediate or 
intercontinental ballistic missiles; 
is possible. But the two points on 
which the Soviet Union is 
emphasising and are important 
are: (1) stopping the nuclear tests 
— they have already had the mora- 
torium for more than one year and 
it will continue this year. But if the 
US does not respond — there is al- 
ready criticism in some circles that 
the Soviet Union cannot go on uni- 
laterally enforcing the moratonum 
while the US goes on having nucle- 
ar explosives — that would be one- 
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sided; and (2) the SDI or the star 


wars. There, I think if America is - 


willing to confine its activities to 


research — though I think that | 


even research is harmful and un-_ 


necessary, particularly in the field 
of outer space — then the Soviets 
may agree, and it remains to be 
seen whether the American ad- 
ministration will agree to this. 

Q: Do you feel the new thinking 
in the foreign policy is likely to af- 
fect Indo-Soviet relations? 

T N K: Indo-Soviet relations 
are independent of Soviet- 
American relations or Sino-Soviet 
relations. They stand on their own 
and they have developed steadily 
since the visit of Jawaharlal Nehru 
in 1955 to the Soviet Union, and 
then followed by the visits of Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, Mrs _ Indira 
Gandhi, and Rajiv Gandhi. I am 
very heartened by the fact that 
there is a very close rapport be- 


tween Mr Rajiv Gandhi and Mr 


Gorbachyov. What we need to do 
now is to ensure that this rapport 
filters out at all levels of party, gov- 
ernment administration, bureauc- 
racy, and that’s what I am mainly 
concerned with at the moment. 

I am confident that the Indo- 
Soviet relations will develop stead- 
ily and the visit of Mr Gorbachyov 
to India will be an important land- 
mark in the development of these 
relations. I think that a large num- 
ber of economic, technological, sci- 
entific and cultural agreements will 
be signed during that visit and 
there may also be a joint declara- 
tion of universal application and 
not just bilateral application, and 
there vvill be a joint communique. 
Many delegations have been com- 
ing and going from one country to 
the other and I see a positive sign 
which may lead to mutually benefi- 
cial projects. Take for instance 
trade. There was a slackness be- 
cause of the fall in oil prices which 
could have created a shortfall of 
about 500 million dollars in our bi- 
lateral trade, but we have been able 
to identify a number of fields 
where coproduction and substitu- 
tion of other items needed by both 
countries can more than make up 
the gap. 











SOVIET UNION TO ABIDE BY GRAIN PURCHASE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1/7 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, October 16: The Sov- 
iet Union has agreed to abide by its 
earlier Commitment to buy half-a- 
million tonnes of wheat from India. 
The grain would, however, not go to 
the USSR but to other countries 
nominated by it. 


A firm order has already been placed 
by Moscow for the supply of 20,000 
tonnes of wheat to South Yemen under 
the new arrangement. The despatches 
are expected to begin immediately. 

The contract for export of five-lakh 
tonnes of Indian wheat to the USSR 
was signed between the two countnes 
last year. This was by far the biggest 
export order received by India. 

But the Soviet Union had dragged its 
feet after receiving about 2.3 lakh 
tonnes, raising objections about the 
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COMMITMENT 
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quality. The main complaint pertained 
to the presence of the seed affected by 
the karnal bunt disease. 

A high-level Indian delegation re- 
cently visited the Soviet Union to son 
out the issue. It included the Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) chairman, 
the Union food secretary, the financial 
advisor to the Union government and 
two quality experts of the FCI. 

The team succeeded in convincing 
the Moscow authorities that the per- 
centage of karnal bunt-affected grains 
in the stocks supplied was well within 
acceptable limits and that it would pose 
no health hazards. 

The Soviet Union, therefore, agrred 
to lift the remaining quantity of 2.7- 
lakh tonnes. It wanted, however, ex- 
tension of time limit for carrying out 
the purchase commitment. India is 
reported to have agreed to this 
provision. 
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SOVIET-AIDED SPACE LAUNCH SCHEDULED FOR FALL 1987 
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[Text ] 
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Weratse “BANGALORE, Oct. 20. 


*° date ‘the’ ‘structural’ Soundness of IRS. These: 
tests, in addition to vibration, shock and. ac-; 


ihe launch of the. Indian Remote Sensing Sa- "_cleration also included successful qualification, 
tellite (IRS) in consultation with Soviet scientists zi the newly built acoustic test facility at Banga-' 


teat béen fixed for September-October 1987. 
Organisation 


‘Indian Space Research 
scincanant te om. det have ster bald 
that the flight model, after complete integration 
and checkout, was expected to .be ready by 
June 1987 for transportation to’ the cos- 
modrome in the Soviet Union. .‘.- 

’ Jest. successful: |i said the successful comple- 
‘tion of the major thermal balance test of the en- 


neering 
ty ar large space simulation’ chamber of the 


| of the IRS in September, using |. 
CNES, at~ Toulouse, © 


aiae an important milestone in the pr 
of the IRS pr Slect: The results of Gio test 
fully validated the thermal design.of. the — 
craft, based on which the flight model i 
tion of the satellite had already been initiat 

The ISRO said that prior to the test at To- 
ulouse, the structural test mode! was subjected 
to all the launch environment conditions to valj-. 
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‘is getting ready at Peenya, 


t lore space: environment. The project also went; 


* “through its ‘criticak design review in bed second: 


half of 1986, which is a 


t the development of the fight model 
‘prior to v i 


All actions to get the ground system’ 
ready for the IRS lau the announcement 


-’ said, have also been initiated and most of them! 
- completed. The data reception system which is 


an important element of the ground veer has 
been developed ind 
under installation at, the facility. sect 
Spacecraft control centre: A new spacecraft 
control centre which will control the spacecraft 
during orbit raising and the operational phases 
Bangalore. An ad: 
ditional monitoring station & Lucknow is also 
getting ready for assisting in the control of the 
satellite. The entire ground segment elements 
are expected to be ready by vines 1987 to hae 


Port the first IRS launch... ..... 
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INDIA CALLS FOR UN DECLARATION ON NONUSE OF FORCE 
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[Text] 
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United Nations, Oct 9 (PTI) 


—lIndia today called for a UN: - 
detiaration on the non-use of . 
force in international relations, | 
in view of the controversy and | 


lack of consensus in the United 
Nations on a proposal for a world 
treaty for the same purpose. 
Indian delegate to the UN 
Ashwani Kumar told a General 
Assembly Committee that India 
supported the initiative for a 
world treaty of a normative char- 


acter for further concretisation of — 


the principle of non-use of force. 
However, he pointed out that de- 


spite efforts over several years, 


the committee had not made any 
substantive progress in drafting it 
or making an _ alternative 
recommendation. 

It was ironic that in this inter- 
national year of peace, “we find 
ourselves caught in futile and 
avoidable controversies regarding 
the nature and substance of the 


proposed treaty”, or even on.an 
intermediate declaration, he told 
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the committee during a discus- 
sion on non-use of force in inter- 
national relations. 


Mr Kumar said India would 


have preferred a world treaty on 
the subject in its normative form 
but had proposed last year that 
the committee’s mandate be 
modified in the interests of secur- 
ing a consensus. 


India, he said, would like other 
countries to “contribute more 
positively”, to the success of the 
committee’s work in a “spirit of 
compromise and cooperation”. In 
the absence of such a consensus, 
the work of the committee was 
bound to suffer from “slow- 
motion and diversionary 
polemics”. 

Mr Kumar recalled that the 
recent Non-Aligned Summit at 
Harare had expressed hope in the 
work and endeavours of the com- 
mittee towards drafting a decla- 
ration on the principle of non-use 
of force. 


INDIA 





UN DELEGATE ASSAILS 'BENEFACTORS' OF SOUTH AFRICA 
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[Text ] 
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India has lashed out at the European Com- 
munity for dragging its feet on comprehensive 
sanctions against racist South Africa and re 


ed western’ argument that such a step 


ject 
would hurt the blacks most. | 

The argument is “implausible” as “it is ved At 
vileged practitioners of apartheid who stand to 
lose the most”, the Indian delegate Ms. D. K. 
Taradevi told the Social Committee of the U.N. 
General Assembly. Pa. 

Assailing Pretoria’: “benign and powerful . 
benefactors” in the West who enable it to defy . 
the world and pursue unabated its despicable - 
apartheid policies, she said, “The motive of pro- : 
fit is the real reason for maintenance of links' 
with the Pretoria regime”. But for such col-! 
laborations “South Africa could not. have. 
obtained the strategic armaments and sophistica- : 
ted technology which enable it to maintain its 
stranglehold on the suffering peoples of that 
country”. : : 

She welcomed the recent U.S. Congress im- ' 
posing sanctions against Pretoria and ‘the fact 
that public opinion in many countries... is suc- 
ceeding in influencing the policies of the Govern- 
ments concerned.” But she hit out at the’ 
European Governments which are “once 
again” trying to produce a “series of measures 
desig to impress upon the South African 
Government the need for fundamental reform.” 
Those nations that pleaded for restraint or pro- 
posed that apartheid could be reformed ‘are 
stretching credibility to a point where this posi- 
tion appears mainly self-serving”. 

Palestinians’ rights: Turning to West Asia. 
the indian delegate attacked Israe! for oppres- 
sing the Palestinian and Arab people whose 
lands it occupies. The region would know no 
peace unless Israel withdraws from the territo- 
ries it has occupied since 1967 and recognised 
the Palestinians’ right to establish an inde- 
pendent Arab State in Palestine. 

“The Palestinian people and the people of 
occupied territories are victims of grave and . 
dehumanising dis¢rimination” as “the very oc- 
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"UNITED NATIONS, Oct: 19. ~ *: 


cupation of these territories leads td.a policy of? 
systematic discrimination and denial of basic’ 


rights”, she said. “We are witness to one of the 


most harrowing. episodes of human history. 
where an entire people have been dispossess- 
ed of their homeland, deprived of their means 
of economic existence, and uprooted from cul-* 
tural and social moorings through a policy of} 
forcible .occupied. subjugation and oppres-° 
sion, she said.—UNI .pesr se et 
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REPORTAGE ON ASPECTS OF INDO-PAKISTAN RELATIONS 


Weapons Procurement Questioned 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Oct 86 p 9 


[Article by V. T. Joshi] 


{Text } 


ISLAMABAD, October 9. 
virtual slanging matches 
on one score or another in 
the past few weeks, Indo-Pak rela- 
tions appear to be coming under a 
cloud again, if not exactly heading 
for a crisis. 

Close on the heels of a sharp rebuke 
from the Pakistan foreign office over 
India’s “insinuations” regarding the 
attempt on Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's life at 
Rajghat last week comes the accusation 
of India’s “double standards” on the 
acquisition of arms by the two coun- 
tries. 

The minister of state for foreign 
affairs, Mr. Zain Noorani, expressed 
concern over the reported Indo- 
Swedish arms deal fo: the purchase of 
1,500 field guns over a period of ten 
years. Mr. Noorani said, though not 
officially confirmed, that the contract 
was estimated to involve an expen- 
diture of $3.3 billion. 

According to him, India relentlessly 
pursued a programme of acquiring 
ultra-modern weapons on a “massive 
scale” from the Soviet Union, France, 
the United Kingdom, Germany and 
now Sweden, while “crying wolf” at 
Pakistan's “modest defence purchases 
for the replacement of its outmoded 
and obsolete arms.” 


Mr. Noorani conceded the demand 
for a full-scale debate on foreign policy 
and Indo-Pak reiations at an early date 
and on a regular basis. 

A foreign office spokesman said 
yesterday that Pakistan was not con- 
templating purchase of AWACS (air- 
borne warning and control systems). 

He said it was a “very expensive 
system” and Pakistan could not afford 
it and was, therefore, still evaluating 
other comparable systems to check 
frequent violation of its air space by 
Afghanistan. 

Reports from Lahore said today that 
@ passenger plane from Kabul to 
Amritsar “force-landed” and was al- 
lowed to leave two hours later after a 
thorough search. The aircraft strayed 
imto the Pakistan air space without 
authonsation. Reports quoted the civil 
aviation authorities as saying it was a 
routine “technical halt”. No details 
were available. 

Meanwhile, mystery is deepening 
regarding the rumours of inquiries in 
Karachi and Hyderabad (Sind) 24 
hours before the attempt on Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi's life at Rajghat in Delhi last 
week. 

MYSTERY DEEPENS 


The following report in a mass 
circulated Urdu daily of October 2 


Pakistan Canal for Defense 
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HE Bharatrya Janata Party 
(BJP) today charged the Cen- 


39 











makes it all the more intnguing: 

“On Wednesday, all of a sudden, a 
rumour spread in Karachi and 
Hyderabad that an assassination attack 
on the Indian Prime Minister, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, had taken place. This 
rumour spread like wildfire in both the 
cities in no time. Telephones at the 
‘Jang’ office kept ringing the entire day, 
as people wanted confirmation of the 
news. ‘Jang’ contacted the Indian con- 
sulate at Karachi in this connection, 
but they said that they had no such 
information, adding that the Indian 
consulate had also received several 
calls from Karachi and Hyderabad in 
this regard. Later the ‘Jang’ correspon- 
dent in Deihi was also contacted, and 
he also contradicted the report. How- 
ever, it is still unknown as to how and 
from where this rumour started.” 

It is interesting to note that the 
report appeared in the morning edition 
of “Jang” on Thursday, the day when 
the Rajghat incident took place. 

A Pakistan foreign office spokesman 
angniy dismissed these rumours as 
“baseless and fantastic” yesterday. 
Even so it does riot mitigate the grave 
nature and timing of these rumours. It 
is felt that the Pakistan authorities 
would do weil to investigate their 
ongin, in the Pakistan government's 
own interest. 








tral government with failure on alf 
fronts and said its policies and, 
decisions “have gravely imperilled' 
national intcgrity and national se-’ 
curity.” 


In a 23-page “charge-shect™. un- 
animously adopicd on the conciuding 
day of its three-day session here. the 
BJP said the government's first and 
worst failure has been in Punjab.” 

This is the first time that any Central 
government has been charge-shecicd 
Dy an opposition party since indepen- 
dence. The charge-sheet was rcicased to 
the press by the party president. Mr. L. 
K. Advani. 


‘INDECENT HASTE’ 


11 said the Prime Minister. Mr. Rajiv | 


Gandhi. signed the Punjab accord with 
a political party “in indecent haste. The 
agreement had inherent contradictions 
and could not be implemented.” ’ 
Charging the government with. cor- 


‘fuption and incompetence. the BJP 
said the government “has com-' 


promiscd and continues to com- 
promisc on every single issue — politi- 
cal. social and cconomic — that affects 
National unity and security.” 

The party felt that lawlessness had 
reached “new heights” all over the 
country. especially in Punjab’s border 
disincts of Amritsar. Gurdaspur and 
Ferozepur. 

Referring to Assam. the BJP said, 


the core of the Assam accord was that 
forcign settlers would be evicted and 
no fresh foreigners allowed to enter the 
state. 


‘NO CHECK’ 


But nothing has been done on enther 


account and no legislation imitiated to 
implement various provisions of the 
agreement. No move has been made 
towards fencing the frontiers and in- 
filtration goes on merniy.” it said. 


Criticising the Mizo accord. the BJP 


said: “The agrcement is not only an 
assault on Indian unity, it also puts a 
premium on violence and treason. No 
wonder. the Mizoram sell-out has en- 
couraged the Gorkhas to demand 
“Gorkhaland” and whetted the apetite 
of militants in Punjab.” 


The party observed the GNLF 
agitators in Darjeeling wanted 


“nothing less than a separte state and ' 


that 1s not an innocent demand like any 


other state. Indeed, many view it as a - 
stepping stone to an independent 


state.” 


The fact that this area is so close to 
Nepal. Bangladesh and China, makes it 
a very sensitive issue. The GNLF 
leader. Mr. Subhash Gheishing'’s com- 
munications with foreign governments 
and the United Nations and his threat 


to secede from India “leave no doubt 


about the demand’s anti-national 


character.” 


Envoy to Islamabad in Delhi 
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[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 9.—Mr S. K. 
Singh, Indian Ambassador in 
Islamabad, has had important 
“consultations” with the Foreign 
Secretary, Mr A. P. Venkateswaran, 
and the External Affairs Minister, 
Mr Shiv Shankar, here. Mr Af ab 
Seth, India’s Consul-Genera, in 
Karachi, is also here. Both the 
Gfficials are expected to return to 
their posts in the next few days. 

‘An External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman today declined to ‘ink 
‘the consultations with the inci- 
demts in Karachi on the eve of the 
attempt on Mr Rajiv Gandht’s life 
ag Rajghat on October 2, accord- 
ing to PTL) 

Inzo-Pak relations afte now 
going through a phase of severe 
strain as a result of some recent 
developments and ‘here is an un- 
mistakeable danver of a return 
to the ern of fear and mistrust. 

The unpleasantness und veiled 
accusations over the Pan Am 
hijack incident had hardiy died 


down when repor’s came in here 
of rumours in Karachi about the 
alleged assassination of Mr Gan- 
dhi, a day before an attempt was 
actually made on his life at Raj- 
ghat. 


Pakistan! spokesmen in Islama- 
bad have accused Indian official 
circles of “encouraging disinform- 
aion’ fa'ely linking Pakistan 
with the assassination attempt. 


The fact is, as an official spokes- 
man pointed out, that a duy he- 
fore the Rajghat incident there 
were rumours in Karachi that Mr 
Gam hi had been assassinated. So 
widespresd were the = rumours 
that there were numerous Calls at 
the offices of two prominent news- 
pupers which considered i. sericus 
enouzth to write about in their 
edition of October 1, the day an 
attempt was actually made to kill 
Mr Gandhi. 

This unusual occurrence had 
also been reported in ihe Sunday 
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About Jammu and Kashmir the 
document said that Congress had been 
Pursuing a. policy ,of “rank op-, 
portunism, completely divorced from | 
the realities of the geo-political situ-' 
ation. Instead of meeting the challenge 
of forces of disintegration, its main 
concern was to form a government”. | 

It said by excluding Mushms trom 
the benefits of section 125 of the 
cnminal procedure code by enacting 
the Muslim Women Protection Act. 
Mr. Gandhi's government had “laid 
the foundation of a separate criminal 
law for Musisms”. 


PARLIAMENT WEAKENED” 


it said “the government has been 
systematically undermining the in- 
stitutions of the Presidency. Parlia- 
ment. Judiciary, election commission, 
civil services and the press.” 


On the cconomic front, the charge 
sheet said the government's per- 
formance had been “dismal”. 

Mr. Advani criticised the govern- 
ment for delay in bringing forth legis- 
lauon on electoral reforms and de- 
manded minimal reforms sn the pro- 
cess betore the “mim” general ciections 
neat year. . 

Mr. Advani also asked the govern- 
ment to introduce a bill in Parhhament 
tor delimitation of constituencies 
which had not been done since the 
1YSt census. 


Times. In this context, a spokes 
man of the External Affairs Min- 
istry tocay denied the Pakistani 
charge that AIR had made any 
direct allegations against Pakistan 
on this score. All that AIR had 
done was to auo.e in one of its 
review programmes the Sunday 
Times story about the rumours. 

PTI adds: The External Affairs 
Ministry spokesman declined to 
eladorate on Mr Ganthi’s state 
men: to an Australian TV network 
that “we have some other informa- 
tion a’so” on the incident. Mr 
Gandhi was auoted as having said 
that the incidents in Karachi “are 
indica.ive that these Sikhs come 
from there”. 

In rep'y to a question, the 
spokesman said: “We have not 
taken uo this narticular incident” 
with Pakistan. In the past, how- 
ever, India had provided Islama- 
bad with evidence of Pakistani 
training of Punjab terrorists, he 
said. 








Pakistan Moves Questioned 
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{Text ] 


ate NEW DELHI, Oct.'14.~ 

There appears to be a deliberate attempt in 
Pakistan to build up @ war psychosis by talking 
of large-scale Indian troop movements and ex- 
tensive exercises close to the borders, follow- 
ed by melodramatic assurances of the country's 
readiness to cope with any threat of aggression. 


The Foreign Minister, Mr. Yaqub Khan, had: 


no doubt tried to:play down this hysteria by des- 
cribing these reports as speculative, when seri- 
Ous concern was expressed by several mem- 
bers in the course of an adjournment motion on 
the subject in the Pakistan National Assembly 
before it concluded the current session last 


"TS dies Sik aiaseihd te hain da Pe: | 
sident, Gen. Zia-ul-Haq, who is also the Army 


Chief, presided over a meeting of the top Army. 


Commanders in Islamabad 
hours before the uproar in the 
ly to review the border situation. “The meeting 
was held significantly enough on the eve of the 
arrival of the U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Cas- 
od Weinberger,. in Islamabad today for further 

discussions on the next We billion military aid 
package for Pakistan. 

It is common that at this time of 
the year after the monsoons, both Indian and 
Pakistan armies hold routine exercises along 
the border in accordance with established 


terday a few 
ional Assemb- 


ground rules. The two sides inform each other ' 
about the dates of these exercises to avoid any | 
-misunderstanding over the purpose of the | 
troop movements that are made on such ac- 
casions. 

No secrecy: There is no great secrecy about ' 
the nature or extent of the exercises now taking ‘ 

lace on.the Indian side since Pakistan has | 
notified about them. So, there was no justifi- | 
cation for Gen. Zia to suddenly convene a | 
meeting of his Commanders and allow ; 
an adjournment motion to be tabled in the Na- | 
tional Assembly, on the eve of Mr. Weinberg- | 
er's arrival, uniess he intended tu build up an : 
atmosphere of Indo-Pakistari tension. 

The indian and Pakistan armies are more or'| 
| less evenly balanced along the lengthy borders 
from Kashmir through Punjab to Rajasthan. As » 
more than one-third of the indian Army is sta- | 
tioned permanently.on the Himalayan front, | 
there is near parity between Indian and Pakis- 
tan armies along the Western borders which | 
preciudes the possibility of a surprise attack by | 
either side under cover of annual exercises. 

The U.S. defence experts should be a 
ably well informed about the eee 
balance in the sub-continent not to oer 
taken in by the latest Pakistani pr 
about Indian troop movements. It is? ame 
highly unlikely that Mr. Weinberger is going to 
give any credence to this Pakistani campaign 
on the eve of his visit, . 


Seminar in Islamabad 
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{Text } 





Islamabad, Oct 14 (UNI)— 
Pakistan’s Federal Minister for 
Planning and Development 
Mahbubul Hag today inaugurat- 
ed the first three-day India- 
Pakistan seminar on long-term 
planning. 

The seminar is being held in 
accordance with the decision of 
the Indo-Pakistan Joint Com- 
mission in June 1983. 

In his inaugural address, Dr 
Mahbubul Hag urged the need for 
greater coordination between the 
South Asian countries for sharing 
their economic planning 
experiences. 

India and Pakistan, he main- 
tained, could benefit greatly from 
each others’ experiences in his re- 
gard since they were the pioneers 
in the field of development plan- 
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ning in the developing world. 

He urged the need for frequent 
exchanges of planning experts be- 
tween the two countries and said 
the holding of the seminar was a 
vital step in this direction. 

The minister expressed the 
hope that the participants of the 
seminar wuuld come up with rec 
ommendations to help 
institutionalise the process of 
discussions between the develop- 
ment and economic planners of 
India and Pakistan as under- 
standing was vital for the eco- 
nomic cooperation. While con- 
tending that both countries had 
developed extremely strong plan- 
ning commissions and_ tech 
niques, he emphasised that they 
could still learn a lot trom each 
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others’ failures and successes in 
this field. 

He underlined the need to 
draw up a poverty profile while 
the five-year plans were framed 
and prepare a balance sheet to de- 
termine as to what impact had 
been made on the poverty profile 
while calculating the achieve- 
ment of the plans. 

Later, the Indian delegation 
leader Y K Alagh speaking on the 
occasion said a lot. of 
commonalities existed between 
India and Pakistan which they 
had gathered to discuss. The 
dicussion, he hoped, would prove 
very useful. 

He pointed out that a review 
of the past experiences .by India 
and Pakistan would not only be 
constructive but also fruitful. 








BORDER ARRESTS OF PAKISTANI SPIES DETAILED 
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Srinagar, Oct. 15: Four sus- 
pected spies were arrested by 
the BSF .in the Thuri sector of 
Jammu and Kashmir last week 
while they were trying to sneak 
into India from Pakistan Occu- 
pied Kashmir: 

According to reliable sources 
the four infiltrators, led by one 
Muhammad Hussain, were car- 
rying sophisticated arms and 
ammunition. They are believed 
to have been trained in Pakistan 
for subversive activities in India. 
They are now being interrogated 
here by the BSF, the state police 
and some Central intelligence 
agencies. 

The BSF, which continues to 
guard the line of actual control 
despite having being replaced in 
the recent past in some border 
areas of the state, has also 
arrested a Kashmiri, identified 
as Muhammad Yasin, for infil- 
trating into [ndia. 

It is claimed that Yasin had 
entered Pakistan from Ranbir 
Singhpura in Jammu and Kash- 
mir two years back and was 
apprehended by the Army there. 
He then spent one-and-a-half 
years in various Pakistani jails. 

He has reportedly told his in- 
terrogators that he met several 
Kashmiris in the Multan, Hari- 
pur and Sialkot jails. Sources 
said that the intelligence author- 
ities were sure that Yasin had 
received military training in 
Pakistan and that he was on a 


spying mission. Several sophisti- 
cated weapons and vital docu- 
ments, including some maps, 
have been recovered from him. 

Meanwhile, Riyaz Ahmed and 
Abdul Hamid, two Pakistanis 
arrested a decade ago in connec- 
tion with an attempt to rob a 
bank in the valley, have not yet 
been sent back to Pakistan de- 
spite an order by a state court. 

The two men had attempted to 
rob the bank along with Ma- 
qbool Butt, co-founder of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF), killing the bank 
manager. 

According to sources, im- 
mediately after the court order, 
Riyaz and Hamid were handed 
over to the BSF to be pushed 
back into Pakistan. But the BSF 
wanted the two men to be ex- 
changed with two Army intelli- 
gence men under detention in 
Pakistani jails for several years. 
However, the deal did not mater- 
ialise as Pakistan denied any 
knowledge about the presence 
of the two Indians in its jails. 
Sopore normal: Compiete nor- 
malcy has returned to the So- 
pore township, 48 km from Sri- 
nagar. The town was under cur- 
few for the last one week follow- 
ing attempts to rouse communal 
feelings in the area. 

The curfew restrictions were 
lifted on Monday and night cur- 
few was lifted yesterday follow- 
ing instructions from the gov- 
ernor, Mr Jagmohan. 
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SMUGGLING REPORTED TO THRIVE ON PRC BORDER 
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CHANGO (HANGRANG VAL- 
LEY), October 13: No other village in 
the country can perhaps match Chango 
in Himachal Pradesh, in at least one 


aspect. All the shops in this village with ' 
a population of 900 are stacked to the 


ceiling with goods smuggied across the 
Indo-China border, which is about 15 
km. away. 


It was a chance discovery. Having 


run out of cigarettes, this correspon- 
dent walked into a shop, which ap- 
peared to be the biggest, and soon 


beautiful Chinese crockery and super- 
fine variety of corduroys. 


The spacious shop had more Chi- 


nese goods. Inquiries about prices 
brought more surpnses. The superfine 
corduroy was available at Rs. 40 a 
metre, snow boots for Rs. 200 a pair, 
thermos flask of about 1.5 litre capacity 
in a sturdy casing for about Rs. 35 and 
crockery literally for a song — Rs. 15 
to Rs. 20 for a pair of bowls which in 
the Tibetan market at Manali cost 
anywhere between Rs. 45 and Rs. 60. 
It appeared to the newsmen visiting 
the area that the enure Indo-China 
border through Kinnaur distnict was an 
open one with free flow of traffic. 
For centuries there was barter trade 
between Tibet and this part of India. 


Two of the most popular trade fairs to. 


which Tibetan traders came to ¢x- 
change goods were those at Ladarcha 
(near Kaza in Spiti Valley) and Rarn- 
pur Bushaher (capital of the erstwhile 
princely state). Both fairs lost their 


eminence after free trade between 
Tibet and India came to an abrupt end 





around 1960. . 

Discreet inquiries revealed that 
some 60 persons well known to the 
district authorities and the secunty 
personnel in the region regularly cross 
over to the Tibet region of China and 
return, safely according to schedule. 
On their outward journey they carry 
rice, sugar, hard liquor, leather goods, 
medicnal herbs used in Tibetan sys- 
tems but not found there, and mules. 
Indian mules are very much in demand 
across the border. 

On the return journey, these “smug- 
giers” bring back a host of com- 
modities ranging from Yak butter and 
Pashmia goats (chiku) to textiles, silks 
and cosmetics and, of course, herbs 
found only in Tibet. 

The other shops in the village were 
as well stocked as the first one with 
similar goods. Newsmen, dunag their 
earlier visit to about a dozen villages, 
had been served salted Tibetan tea in 
Chinese cups and from Chinese flasks 
A good number of people in the area 
were wearing Chinese shoes and 
clothes. Even the mutton served at an 
official's place was that of chiku. To 
top it all, an official accompanying the 
newsmen bought corduroys worth sev- 
eral hundred rupees. 

An official who did not want to be 
identified said that no one belonging to 
this valley had ever been challenged on 
the charge of smuggling racket. Finan- 
ciers of this smuggling are both in the 
Hangrang Valley and in the national 
capital, he said and added: “In terms of 
intelligence, what they bring back is 
perhaps too little compared to what 
they hand out there.” 
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PAPERS REPORT ON GANDHI'S VISIT TO INDONESIA 


Pakistan Scored in Interview 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 13 Oct 86 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, 12 Oct--The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, has sadd that 
the involvement of Pakistan in the internal affairs of India, particularly as- 
sistance and training to terrorists from across the border, has affected Indo- 
Pak relations, reports PTI, 


In an interview to two Indonesian journalists, Mr Gandhi said there was "very 
definitely" involvement from across the border and "I am very clear about it". 
India he said, has very hard information that terrorists were being helped 
assisted and trained by Pakistan, 


Asked if this will affect Indo Pak relations, the Prime Minister said "this 
has always affected our relations" and he had brought it to the notice of 
the Pakistani President, General Zia, a number of times. But nothing much 
has happened, it continues, 


Asked to leaborate his charge of strong involvement from across the borders, 
the Prime Minister said when an attempt was made on his life on October 2, 
the currency market in Karachi fluctuated. Thai was not just a stray report, 


There were also a lot of rumours in Pakistan of his being assassinated. Many 
people in Pakistan rang up newspaper offices to confirm this, he added, Mr 
Gandhi, however, declined to divulge at the moment "what other things we 
know, " 


The Prime Minister did not think that terrorism is born out of high aspir- 
ations which were not being fulfilled by democratic inspirations. 


He said in reply to another question that democracy is very strong in India 
and the best example of it was holding of elections in Punjab. That was the 
time when terrorism was at one of its highest levels and extremists opposed 
the elections and threatened violence, But polls were peaceful and there was 
the highest turn out of voters, Punjab has ever seen, Mr Gandhi said. 


Replying to a question about Pakistan's nuclear programme, the Prime Minis- 
ter said India's latest assessment was that Pakistan was in the process of 
making a nuclear bomb, 


So far as the question of India producing a bomb was concerned, he said his 
country had not done any work in this sphere at any time, 


India, perhaps, was the only country in the world to have demonstrated that 
it has the capability to go nuclear but it has voluntarily not followed that 
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path, India would like this situation to continue, Mr Gandhi said, but 
cautioned that the situation would seriously change in the sub-continent in 
the event of Pakistan producing a bomb, 


Mr Gandhi said he respected the bureaucracy "tremendously" although the of- 
ficers irritated him at times resulting in frustration. 


However, he felt there was tremendous strength in India's bureaucracy. 

"That is more noticeable when you go out, Our officers are second to none," 
he said. What was being done was to bring them ut of their old cobwebs and 
put them on a new road, the Prime Minister said, 


Mr Gandhi said that a lot had been done to have a clean Government. The real 
answer, however, lay in strengthening those values which prevented corruption 
and degeneration, 


But, of course, that is not going to happen overnight. It will take time. 
Meanwhile the Government must be tough in its actions, he added. 


Jakarta Press Conference 
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[Article by Manoj Joshi] 
[Text ] 
 gummit. A consensus on a Latin American site 
_— io JAKARTA. Oct. 13. wouid be the ideal solution in the opinion of the 
The Prime Minister. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, and the: Government of India, he added ; 
Indonesian President, Mr. Suharto, had wide- ; , . 
ranging talks today on a number of issues of bi- : Disappointment 
lateral cén€ern as well as on the international ; The Prime Minister expressed dis ‘point 
situation. Speaking at a press conference at the ; ment at the reported breakdown of | he Re- 
Wisma Negara (State guest house) where he IS. ykjavik talks but expressed a hope that some- 
staying, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi said the one-and-a- thing could be built. In a last minute addition to 
half hour long talks ranged from a discussion his banquet speech, the Prime Minister made a: 
on the philosophies common to the two nations : fuller statement of his disappointment over the‘ 
to economic cooperation, trade and the inter- failure of the Reagan-Gorbachev meeting. He 
national situation. The discussions were “very : noted “reports indicate that substantial arms 
comprehensive, very friendly and very open. cuts and a halt to nuclear testing were being 
he said, adding that there were really no pro- seriously considered when the talks stalled 
blems between the two countries over the question of the extension of the 
Mr. Gandhi brushed aside a suggestion that : nuclear arms race to new dimensions. !t is reas-' 
he had termed Indian-Indonesian relations as Suring that the proposals made Had not been’ 
being “cool”. In his view, there was not enougn withdrawn and we hope a timetable for the con- 
interaction between the two countries and , tinuation of comprehensive negotiations wi! i yet 
much more needed to be done. He hoped that be agreed upon. 
- his visit would set the trend for a growth of sub M 
stantive cooperation between the two countries. r. Gandhi said the six-nation initiative on dis 
armament now assumed a deeper significance 
Identity of views He urged a moratorium on all testing noting 
that the six-nation group was willing and able 
In response to another question, he said , to verify such a-measure. Such a step, he 
there was an identity of views between the two added, was essential for meaningful got a 
countries with regard to Kampuchea. The ind- tions for’the reduction and elimination of all 
ian position was that neither Pol Pot nor any re- nuclear weapons 
presentative of the Khmer Rouge ought be re- vg 
presented in any form in any Government that -The Prime Minister said his talks with the In- 
emerges through negotiations. “Kampuchea donesian leaders were very encouraging and 
should be independent. nonal gned and free of indicated a jot of promise for ecc nomic CO 
any external interference,” he added. : Operation in a number of area: By and large. 
Given the Indonesian decision to press for the projects had done well thouan one or two 
the chairmanship of the next nonaligned sum- had not. India was tying to rectify the pro 
mit, there was considerable interest here on the blem-prone projects. While he did not actually 
position that India is likely to take. When ques- name the project. it is believed that he referred 
tioned. the Prime Minister first gave a cryptic | to the setting up of a cement plant by the Pro 
reply that, “we have identical views on that (sub- ject and Equipment Corporation that has run 
ject of nonaligned chairmanship). But upon into heavy weather. 


being pressed, he said India had No objectio aa ; 
> c 2 DJECTION 
to Indonesia’ S cand! dature as s such. but that Preliminary exercises 


now it was Latin America’s turn to host the According to an Indian official present at the 
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Banquet Speech Reported 
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[Text] 


JAKARTA, October 13 (UND). 
HE Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, today called for fresh 

initiatives by the littoral states of 

the Indian Ocean to halt the rapid 
military build-up and navai nvairy 
in the region. 

“We should demand the convening 
of an international conference to give 
practical effect to the 1971 Unned 
States deciaration on the Indian Ocean 
to be made a zone of peace,” he said, 
speaking at a banquet given in his 
honour by the Indonesian President, 
Mr. Suharto. 


Mr. Gandhi, who arrived in the 
Indonesian capital this morning, on the 
first leg of his four-nation tour, 
emphasised the need for a co-operative 
approach between the countnes of 
ASEAN and the South Asian Associa- 
tion for Regional Co-operation 
(SAARC) to ensure peace and harmony 
in the region. 


WIDE-RANGING TALKS 


On arnval, the pnme minister and 
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi received a warm 
and affectionate welcome. Breaking 
protocol, President Suharto himscif 
came to the airport to receive Mr. 
Gandhi who was accompanied by a 
high-level delegation. 

Mr. Gandhi, who held wide-ranging 
talks with the Indonesian leaders, said 
in his banquet said that ASEAN and 


SAARC could contribute significantly 
to Asia’s progress where one billion 
people were engaged in building a 
better life for themseives. 

Mr. Gandhi pointed out that the 
developed countries obsessed with 
“politics of power” were vying with 
each other and ignoring the concerns of 
the economically weak nations which 
were waging a battle for technological 
development in an unhelpful and per- 
haps hostile international environ- 
ment.” 

Mr. Gandhi said the response of 
India and Indonesia to this challenge 
was the strategy of non-alignment. 


The non-aligned movement. of 
which the two countries were founder- 
members, along with Yugoslavia, had 
enabled the member nations to 
withstand pressures and “it puts us on 
friendly terms with both blocks.” 

SA RACISM 

He said: “we have firmly rejected 
military: entanglements and opposed 
the extension of outside presences and 
the establishment of bases. We bei:eve 
in dialogue for the peaceful resolution 
of differences.” The non-aligned move- 
ment belicved in coexistence, non- 
interference, peace and nuclear dis- 
armament, he added. 

Refernng to South African racist 
regime's intransisence in dismantling 
apartheid, Mr. Gandhi said, only wide- 
ranging cconomic sanctions by the 
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‘Indonesian officials, said the consensus of 
discussions was that the relationship bet- 





world community could force Pretona 
to see reason. He regretted that some 
countnes still opposed sanctions. 

He recalled that the eighth non- 
aligned summit in Harare had cailed 
for an immediate end to apartheid. The 
movement had entrusted him with the 
chairmanship of the Africa Fund for 
resisting invasion and colonialism. In 
this context he said, “I count on 
Indonesia's support.” 

FRIENDLY TIES 

Mr. Gandhi recalled that in January 
1949, Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru had calied 
an 18-nation conference to fight the 
imperiaiist attempt to undermine the 
new republic of Indonesia. He said, 
India had impressed other countnes to 
express the region’s solidanty with 
Indonesia. 

He was satisfied that in the last four 
decades Indonesia and India had evoi- 
ved an endunng national unity of 
extraordinary diversity. Both countnes 
had made tremendous progress in 
agncuiture and industry. 

He hoped that his talks with Presi- 
dent Suharto would further strengthen 
bilateral relations between the two 


‘countnes and impart a “new impetus 


to an old fnendship.” 

The two neighbournng nations called 
for greater co-operation among the 
developing countnes to pave the way 
for a meaningtul dialogue mith the 
developed nations and bring about a 
new international cconomic order. 
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Taxation Accord Signed 
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[Text ] 


Jakarta, Oct 13 (UNI)—lIndia and 
Indonesia today finalised an agree- 
ment on avoidance of double taxation 
to substantially increase their two-way 
trade and establish new joint ventures 
in this country. 

Addressing a press conference after 
his wide-ranging talks with Indonesian 
President Suharto lasting more than 
90 minutes, Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi said “substantive discussions” 
were held on concrete measures to fur- 
ther expand and diversify the ongoing 
economic and technical cooperation 
between the two countries. 

Describing his talks with President 
Suharto on the regional and interna- 
tional issues as “very frank and cor- 
dial”, Mr Gandhi said “I am quite opti- 
mistic” that the cooperation between 
the two countries in the fields of 
consultancy services, supply of railway 
equipment to Indonesia and industry 
would increase considerably. 

' Answering a wide range of ques- 
tions including differences between the 


two countries on the Kampuchean is- | 


sue, superpower rivalry in the Indian 
Ocean and disarmament, Mr Gandhi 
said, “I get the impression that Presi- 
dent Suharto is very keen on further 
improving relations with India in all 
fields including cooperation in the in- 
ternational area”. India and indonesia 
could in fact set an ideal example of 
South-South cooperation, Mr Gandhi 
observed. 


He said some differences regarding 
the setting up of a cement plant in this 
country had now been sorted out and 
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Indonesia had expressed interest in 
cooperating with India in several spe- 
cific fields. 

India is the sixth largest investor in 
Indonesia with investments totalling 
600 million dollars in 19 different 
projects. 

External Affairs Minister and 
Commerce Minister Shiv Shanker who 
held separate discussions with Indone- 
sian leaders said “there is positive re- 
sponse from Indonesia for establishing 
more joint ventures and trade in so 
specific commodities. as 

All hitches regarding the thi 
phase of the Hindustan Machine Tools 
aided training centre here and the 
Worid Bank aided railway project re- 
garding supply of coaches were cleared. 
Bharat Heavy Electricals was likely to 
participate in an indonesian hydroe- 
lectric plant to be set up shortly. 

On its part, India has expressed in- 
terest in Indonesian palm oil. : 

There is also possibility of India es ex+ 
porting iron ore pellets to Indonesia 
which imports about 1.9 million tonnes 
of ore from Brazil and Australia. India 
was interested in importing fertilisers 
from this country. 

Mr Gandhi, who said India’s posi- 
tion vis-a-vis Kampuchea, a key issue 
in the region, was that Pol Pot and his 
followers should not be brought back. 
India felt that there should be dialogue 
between the involved parties and there 
should be no interference. Kampuchea 
should be a non-aligned country in the 
real sense, he added. 

When a foreign correspondent in- 
sisted on knowing if India wouid back 


47 





Indonesia to host the ninth nonaligned 
summit in Jakarta, Mr Gandhi said 
“we have identical views”. In reply to 
another question he said in fact it was 
now the turn of Latin America. He, 
however, did not say if India would 
back Nicaragua which was also staking 
its claim to host the next summit. Mr 
Gandhi said the nonaligned would go 
by consensus and this issue would be 
satisfactorily resolved. “it 

Mr Gandhi said he had extended an 
invitation to Presiaent Suharto to visit | 
India. “Nothing has been confirmed 
yet, but we hope that he will be able to 
come next year”, he added. 

Mr Gandhi met members of the In. 
dian community in Indonesia before 
attending a state banquet hosted by Mr 
Suharto and was to leave for Sydney 
tomorrow morning. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
speaking at a banquet hosted by Indo- 
nesian President Suharto here, said 
while the developing countries were 
waging a battle for technological devel- 
opment in an “unhelpful and hostile” 
international environment, the ad- 
vanced countries ranged in rival blocs 
were working against the concerns of 
the economically weak. The industrial 
countries were obsessed with the poli- 
tics of power and looked at major inter- 
national issues “in terms of narrow ad- 
vantages to one or the other”. 

Earlier proposing a toast, President 
Suharto said the appeal for North- 
South diaiogue would bring about 
greater results if “we could promote a 
South-South cooperation”. 
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[Text ] 


CANBERRA, October 15° 


(UNI). 


HE Prime Minister Mr. 

Rajiv Gandhi, said today 
that “the vast military” as- 
sistance that Pakistan was now 
getting from the U.S. would 
have to be “equally matched by 
India.” 

India did not want to spend 
more money on weapons. “We do 
not want to do that at all” he told 
a crowded news conference here. 

But Pakistan was now receiving $ 4 
billion worth of sophisticated military 
hardware and a newest kind of 
weapons were in the pipeline. “We 
cannot allow a military imbalance to 
develop in the sub-continent.” 

Mr. Gandhi brushed aside a sugges- 
tion that India was spending $ 25 
million on its defence every day. “Ours 
is one of the lowest spending on 
armaments in terms of our cross na- 
tional products.” 


U. K. VISA ISSUE 


In fact. India’s defence expenditure 


was barely three per cent of its G.N.P. 
which was far less than what its 
neighbours, including Pakistan and 
China. were spending. 

Any country’s defence budget had to 
be related to whai was happening on its 
border. India had no intention to 
project itself beyond its introhead. 

Mr. Gandhi answered a wide range 
of questions, from Punjab problem to 
apartheid in South Africa. 

In replying to a question on 
Afghanistan. Mr. Gandhi said that if 
the U.S. provided some guarantee to 
Moscow, the Soviet Union would 


withdraw its troops. The U.S. had at 
one stage agreed to do so. But when the 
Pakistani foreign minister visited 
Washington, there was a reversal in 
Washington's stand. 

In reply to another question, Mr. 
Gandhi described the British decision 
to introduce visa for Indians and 
Asians as “an extension of racist pol- 
icy.” He did not think that the Bntish 
action was a reaction to India’s stand 
on South Africa. “It is thé policy of the 
present government.” 

Later, Mr. Gandhi left for Sydney at 
the end of his two-day visit to this 
capital. ; 

Answering a question on India’s role 
in resolving the ethnic crisis in Sn 
Lanka, Mr. Gandhi said “we are trying 
to work out a package” but then it 
would have to be negotiated by the 
Tamil leaders with the island nation 
government. He clarified that India 
was only providing its good offices. 

Mr. Gandhi, however, expressed the 
hope that some clarifications required 
in the latest proposals sent by Sn Lanka 
would be sorted out when he meet 
President J. R. Jayawarcene in 
Bangalore next month dunng the 
SAARC meeting. 

He said the leaders of TULF had not 
yet scen the proposals. Any solution 
would have to be arnved at between 
TULF and the Sn Lanka government. 
India had been striving for the last 18 
months to help find a solution accep- 
table to all the partics concerned. 


Mr. Gandhi corrected a correspon- 
dent by telling him that India was not 
buying three aircraft-carniers. Only one 
Ok. carner had been purchased which 
was now being refitted. One carner was 
also under repairs for refit and so there 
had to be one operational all the time. 
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NEW SUBMARINES 


He told the questioner that India had ! 


no intentions to project itself beyond 
‘its neighbourhood. He jocularly re- 
marked “we need a navy to participate 
in your (Australian) bicentinial in 
1988." 

When asked that India was buying 
new kilo class submarines and .high- 
performance jet fighters, which would 
considerably raise its military budget, 
Mr. Gandhi replied that the old equip- 
ment was only being modernised and, 
m fact, India had reduced its expen- 
diture on defence to the minimum. 


About the Punjab problem, Mr. 
Gandhi said that despite threats of 
violence by the extremists and their 
declaration to boycott the elections, the 
democratic process was gone through. 

More than 66 per cent of the people 
in the state exercised their franchise 
and there was a sikh government was 
installed in the state. 


When a correspondent asked that 
some militant Sikh leaders in Australia 
were funding the extremists in Punjab, 
Mr. Gandhi said the Indian govern- 
ment had taken proper steps to ensure 
that funds coming form abroad were 
used “only for genuine purposes.” 


Denying that India was tilting : 


towards the Soviet Union, Mr. Gandhi 
recalled Mrs. Indira Gandhi's remarks 
that “we stand upnght.” 


Mr. Gandhi, who was repeatedly - 
applauded for quick wit and his sense ° 


of humour, told questioners that since 
his visit to the last year, and his talks 
with President Reagan, India’s rela- 
tions with Washington had improved 
“tremendously.” He said there was no 
paraliec! of improvement of relations 
between two countnes so substantially 
and in such a short time span. 
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Commenting ‘on’: 


the" Reagan- ' 


Gorbachov .summit in Iceland; Mr. | 
Gandhi said the U.S. Stars Wars pro- | 
gramme, known as stategic defence | 
initiative, (SDI) came in the way. The 
SDI was based on certain methods of 
targeting against missiles and it would 
lead to escalation in the arms race, he . 


added. ) 43 
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[Text ] 


tm Vy ew 


The Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, said | 
here today India had no desire to play a media- 

role in resolving the Afghan issue. Re- 
on A istan at his 


alian Governments are close is that. of the 
manner in which South Africa ought to be dealt 
with. Mr: Gandhi said the time to talk had pas- 


continue. 7 

Mr..Gandhi noted that the Eminent Persons 
Group had confirmed that the present black 
leadership in South Africa was moderate but 
that failing a quick change, there would be an 
enormous bloodbath in the country. There was 
no sadn le a the — African 
economy by ma Ory sanctions to pres- 
sure the intransigent white leadership there. 

Change _ UK: The Prime Minister ac- 
cused the Government of racism with re- 

d to the new visa regulations imposed by it. 

e said it was but an extension of a policy 
which was being expounded by the Thatcher 
Government in South Africa. He rejected a sug- 
gestion by an Australian questioner that his coun- 
try's treatment of the aborgines could be clas- 
sed as apartheid. 


CANBERRA, Oct. 15. repeat 


' from its purely Paci’ic concerns. 
Ceremonial farewell: 


ng remarks, the Prime Minis-: 
achieved a lot in 40 : 
freedom though a lot remained. He sai 
et Rg all gy ee iw Radi: coe 
space, nuc biotechnology research, 
India had done well. India's nuclear programme 
ST toe Ga aoe ee 4 
He said India had not to any of the 
blocs. Looking at Australia, he said the 
had come that India should look away, 


: Mr. Gandhi flew from : 
Canberra to Sydney in the afternoon. after re- 
ceiving a ceremonial farewell at the Fairbairn. 


' Raaf-base. He arrived in Sydney and was re-. 


ceived by Mr. B. J. Unsworth, the Prime Minis- 
ter of New South Wales. Later, he drove to the 
Intercontinental Hotel to attend a reception hos- 
ted by the local Indian community. A smail 


tial mischief-makers. Security has remained 
ver ee throughout the visit. 

Prime Minister attended a banquet in his 
honour hosted by the State Prime Minister. To- 
morrow, he will address a meeting of the 
Economic Policy Council which is chaired by 
the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. Bob Hawke. 
After the meeting, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi will leave 
for New Zeatand. 
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Canberra, Oct. 15 (PTI, UNI): 
India and Australia have agreed 
to seriously consider the propos- 
al to reduce protectionism and 
allow greater access for Indian 
exports. 

In an hour-long talk with the 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gan- 
dhi, his Australian counterpart, 
Mr Bob Hawke, expressed Au- 
stralia’s willingness to extend its 
cooperation in technology, trade 
and investment. 

After extensive talks between 
the Prime Ministers, the two 
countries signed an Agreement 
on science and technology today 
and agreed on wide ranging tie- 
ups in coal, energy and trade. 
The two leaders observed that 
these would add a new dimesion 
to Indo-Australian relations. 

Mr Gandhi and Mr Hawke first 
met for one hour after which 
they were joined by their senior 
aides. The external affairs and 
commerce minister, Mr P. Shiv 
Shanker, signed the agreement 
with his Australian counterpart. 

A joint business council has 
been set up to devise measures 
for substantially increasing the 
two-way trade from the present 
level of Rs 450 crores, annually 
and also to correct the imba- 
lance in trade which was heavily 
against India. 

A decision was also taken in 
principle to sign an agreement 
on avoidance of double taxation. 
A high-level delegation of Indian 
experts will shortly visit Austra- 
lia and a similar delegation will 
visit New Delhi to work out the 
details of the tie-ups in varivus 


economic and ‘technical fields. 

There are also possibilities of. 
collaboration in the fields of 
research and development, 
space, water resources and con 
version of petrol-driven motor- 
cars to other means of energy, 
gas drainage techniques and the 
use of bagasse into energy. 

Australia may also supply 
technology for genetic improve-. 
ment of sheep to increase their 
wool, yields by 30 per cent. 

The joint working group on 
coal has been asked to meet 
quickly and informally submit a 
report to the two Prime Minis- 
ters. A large number of Austra- 
lian firms are interested in the 
mining industry, particularly in 
the coal sector. 

The two sides are dlso keen on 
cooperation in storage manage- 
ment. - 

Regarding the trade imba- 
lance, Mr Gandhi said at his 
press conference that it would 
be corrected and there was no 
problem between the two sides. ; 
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REPORTAGE ON GANDHI VISIT TO NEW ZEALAND 


Press Conference, Other Activities 
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[Text] Auckland, 17 Oct--Mr Rajiv Gandhi today came down heavily on the 
nuclear power States for their "blatant disregard" of the obligations under 
the non-proliferation treaty and maintained that India did not intend develop- 


ing a nuclear bomb, reports PTI and UNI. 


Describing the NPT as an, "unequal 


treaty" he said: "The nuclear powers seek our signature on a treaty which 
they themselves have violated with impunity." 


At a Press conference here and 
later at a luncheon meeting with 
the Auckland Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Prime Minister pointed 
out that one whole article of he 
NPT required nuclear countries to 
move towards disarmament, and 
deplored that this had not hap 
pened. “It is just not Jogical to ex- 
pect India to sign the NPT when 
the nuclear powers are themselves 
violating what they have signed”. 
Instead of moving towards dis- 
armament, they had escalated ver- 
tical proliferation without let or 
hinderance. 

Ear-ier, at a reception hosted in 
his honour by Mr David Lange. 
New Zealand’s Prime Minister, Mr 
Gandhi said: “By choice, we have 
not manufactured a bomb even 
though India has the technical po- 
tential to do so”. The major plark 
of India’s foreign po.icy was ‘o 
work vizorously for nuclear dis- 
armament and this posture would 
never be reversed. 

Mr Lange culogized India’s lead- 
ing role in the non-aligned move- 
ment and said Mr Gandhi had play- 
ed a critical part in the Comron- 


wealth initiative on South Africa. 
Fie said that although India and 
New Zealand did not have identi- 
cal views on international affairs, 


they shared the ideals of nuclear 
disarmament, racial equality and 
a peaceful settlement of disputes. 

While inviting New Zealand to 
cooperate with India in stopping 
nuclear tests and dismantling nu- 
clear arsenais, Mr Gandhi rointed 
out that “we in India have shown 
that nuclear self-restraint is pus- 
sib'e”. In this context, he said. 
India had eschewed the option of 
nuclear proliferation even thouch 
it had the technical potential. “We 
are, perhaps, the only country it 
the wor-d to do so”. 

Recalling the explosion of a 
peaceful] s.uclear device in Indiz 
12 years ago. Mr Gandhi said: “We 
have not trans'ated that capability 
tnto nuclear weanons capacity’ 

Mr Gandhi replied to a_ wide 
range of questions at the Press 
coiference which he addressed 
with Mr Lange. He was asked 
about the Soviet leader, Mr Gor- 
bachow’s forthcoming visit to India. 
the situation in Sri Lanka and 





about the outcome of talks he had 
with Mr Lange. 

When asked whether the matters 
relating to the sale of MIG fighters 
and other defence equipment would 
be discussed during Mr Gorha- 
chov’s visit, Mr Gandhi said the 
Soviet leader’s visit was not aimed 
at striking a deal on defence re. 
quirements. “Relations with the 
Soviet Union were built for over 
30 odd years and it does not atfect 
vur relationship with other coun- 
tries”, Mr Gandhi said. Mr Gorbx- 
chov’s visit in Noverber porten- 
ded much stronger ties wiih the 
Soviet Union. “We are also look- 
ing to improve our economic relz- 
tions and understanding of cacb 
other *. ° 


As far as defence equipment was 
concerned he said, India was buv- 
ing from many countries, includ- 
ng West Germaayv, France acd the 
C.K... besides USSR. Along with 
leve_oping jood relations with the 
Soviet Union, Lidia had also peen 
improving its relations with the 
USA for past yecar-and-a-half, he 
said. 
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{Text ] 
AUCKLAND, Oct. 18. The Prime Minister's address evoked an emotional 

In a hard-hitting speech, the Prime Minister, Mr. response from his expatriate audience and following 
Rajiv Garhi criticised big business houses in India the singing of the “Jana Gana Mana”, cries of “Rajiv 
for not coni-ibuting sufficiently towards the country's Gandhi Zindabad” rent the air. 
export effort. Forest research 

Speaking at a reception hosted by the indian High , delegation sai the Prime 
Commissioner ¢dmirai O. S. Dawson, the Prime Mini- nn ae petty 
ster told the audience cornprising many New Zealan- New Zealand Forest Research Institute at Rotorua 
ee Sen an Oe Sines Same wate, wae fer which he visited today. The 
India's progress. was visible in India, however, ment of New Zealand in preserving and indeed ex- 
was that the big houses were outdone on this score tending its forest cover was brought out by the pre- 
by a breed of aggressive and active young entrep- sentations made by the Institute's ional 
reneurs. The older group was not too happy about Mr. Kinnimonth vsho noted that New planned 
ar to triple its wood exports in the toming decades 

Indian industry the Prime Minister said had for too while adding 50,000 hectares of forest per year. 
long been protected and lost its competitive in Reuter and UNI report: 
world market. The harnessing of the energies of the “Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has made a public and private hit 

1g small to medium scale industrialists who were during his visit to New Zealand 
j the bulk of the burden of exports was thus Normally reticent New Zealanders to 
vital. watch and wave wherever the Indian went du- 

Mr. Gandhi's sharp mood of introspection came at ring his official visit of less than three days. His trip at 
the fag-end of his last public function here. an exuber. tracted almost as much media coverage as that 
ant and informal reception mainly for the Queen Elizabeth earlier this year—and fewer pro- 
Indian community. The Prime Minister confessed that tests. 
this was the biggest group of Indians he had address- The image given to New Zealanders was that of a 
ed whose constituents were actually of a foreign na- youthful, friend leader, relaxed despite the tight secu- 
tionality. rity that marked the visit. 

Addressing the Indian community in Hindi Mr. The two leaders, Mr. Gandhi and the New Zealand 
Gandhi commended them for their achievement in this Prime Minister, Mr. David Lange both in their early 
country as weil as the New Zealanders for their kind- 40's, constantly praised each other in public, using 
ness and general goodwill towards the Indian im- first names, and were photographed laughing to- 
migrants. He told community leaders who had come gether. Mr. Lange told reporters he was emotionally 
from all over this country and who are involved in a closer to Mr. Gandhi than to any other Com- 
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around in the contemporary worid. 

The current worid situation especially with regard 
to trade and commercial ties dictated that a careful 
study ought to be made before selecting friends. That 
was the reason why India was befriending New Zea- 
land. He announced that as a result of the talks bet- 
ween the two countries, they would exchange de- 
legations to go into the details of the areas that have 
emerged in the discussions in the past two days. 
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Trade, Taxation Accords 
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[Article by Manoj Joshi] 


{Text ] 
AUCKLAND, Oct. 17 
India and New Zealand today signed two 
agreements relating to trade and taxation. Fol- 
lowing this morning's meetings between the visi- 
ting Indian officials and their Zealand coun- 
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the agreement will maximise trade between the 
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matters. 4 
Mr. Moore said trade between New Zealand 

and India had increased three-fold over the 

from NZ $21.5 millions in 1976-77 

a 9 millions in 1985-86. 
i “ 


reports: 
Mr. Shiv Shanker told UNI that New Zealand 
had also agreed to import pharmaceuticals and 
certain industrial goods from india. A high level 
delegation would very soon visit Auckland and 
a New Zealand team would come to India to iden- 
tify the products the two countries could buy 
from each other. “Quick follow up action to di- 
ify their cooperation in the technical fields 


‘ 


would be taken,” he added. 
nounced that the construction of New 
Zealand's High Commission building in New 
Delhi would begin early next year. He showed 


a model of the proposed chancery, to be built 
on a. two-hectare plot in Chanakyapuri, to Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi today. 

site was acquired by New Zealand in 
1962. When diplomatic relations were re-establi- 
shed with India in 1984 a promise was made 
that construction would begin at an early date. 
“We are now honouring that undertaking”, Mr. 
Lange said. : 
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onomic coopertion. 
Mr Faleiro, who arrived here 


_ finance. 


Mr Faleiro’s discussions with 


Mr M’binda mainly focussed on 


the modalities of setting up of the 
“Africa Fund” and to ascertain 
the views of Angola on the specif- 
ics of it. 


would open its diplomatic mis- 
e‘on in New Delhi shortly. 

Mr Faleiro said that the 
Nonaligned Movement had 
grown in strength and unity 
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HIGH-TECH COOPERATION PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH SWEDEN 
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India and Sweden signed on 
Tuesday a protocol under which 
Sweden will provide technologi- 
cal inputs to India in certain 
high-tech areas like telecommu- 
nication, air and rail transporta- 
tion, hydro-power, transmission 
of electricity and steel produc- 
tion, reports PTI. 

The protocol was signed at the 
end of the seventh session of the 
Indo-Swedish Joint Commission 
for Economic, Industrial Techni- 
cal and Scientific Cooperation. 
Mr S D Srivastav, Secretary, In- 
dustries Secretary, and Mr Rolf 
Annerberg, Under Secretary of 
State, Swedish Ministry for En- 
ergy signed the protocol in the 
presence of Industry Minister N 
D Tiwari. 

Both sides expressed satisfac- 
tion at the pace of industrial col- 
laboration between the two coun- 
tries and agreed that there was 
ample scope for increasing fur- 
ther cooperation between Indian 
and Swedish companies. 

The two sides agreed to draw 
up a long term integrated produc- 
tion development and marketing 
programme for selected products: 
to promote india’s exports to 
Sweden. 

They also agreed to explore 
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possibilities of higher investment 
by Swedish companies in India. 

Referring to Swedish assis- 
tance in various areas of Indian 
economy, Mr Rolf Annerberg 
said that culk of Indian exports 
continued to be in traditional 
items. He felt that in the coming 
years, Sweden would be able to 
import more non-traditional 
items from India. He welcomed 
Indian efforts to increase Indian 
marketing in Sweden. 

Industry Minister N D Tiwari 
emphasised that § Swedish 
organisations should come for- 
ward in extending cooperation 


such as telecommunications, 
transportation and steel 
production. 


Mr Relf Annerberg drew at- 
tention to the important role of 
the Indo-Swedish industrial joint 


_panies had proven their intention 


to share their know-how with 
their Indian partners and take 
part in India’s export efforts to 
third countries. 

It was noted by both sides that 
very promising cooperation was 
going on between the two coun- 
tries in research and development 
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in areas of biotechnology, genetic 
engineering and space research. 
The deliberations of the joint 
commission were held for. five 
days in an atmosphere of friend- 
ship’ and cordiality, an official 
press release said) Three 
subcommissions—on trade, in- 
dustry and science and technolo- 
gy and energy— held a number of 


mee tings. 


PAPER TELLS PLANS FOR WORLD ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 
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(Text ] 


The World Economic Congress 
vill be neld for the first time in 
India in December this year, re- 
ports Unifin. 

More than 1,000 economists 
from the country and about 600 
economists from abroad, includ- 
ing several Nobel laureates, will 
take part in the congress. 

The event assumes special im- 
portance as the 69th annual con- 
ference of the Indian Economic 
Association will also be held in 
Delhi after the five-day World 
Economic Congress, which be- 
gins on 1 December. 

The theme of the congress is 
“The Balance between Industry 
and Agriculture in Economic 
Development”. This has been 
further divided into 17 sub- 
themes. The presidential address 
is to be delivered by Novel laure- 
ate John Kenneth Arrow of the 
United States and the inaugural 
address by Dr V K R V Rao. 

Dr VR _ Panchamukhi, 
convener of the steering commit- 
tee for the World Economic Con- 
gress and director of the Research 
and Information System for the 
non-aligned and other developing 
countries (RIS) told Unifin the 
theme was of relevance to both 
industrialised and developing 
countries. 

In the process of economic 
development, interaction be- 
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tween agriculture and industry 
and relative growth performance 
is of crucial importance”, he said. 
In some countries agriculture has 
been a leading sector in the over- 
all growth, while there were 
sometheories which stress that 
industry was the engine of 

: . The question is what 
should be the nature of balance 
between industry and agriculture 
as this has bearing not only on ec- 
onomic but also on social and eco- 
logical dimensions. In the case of 
developing countries, 
industrialisation per se may in- 
crease dependence on developed 
countries for technology and sup- 
ply of inputs. ~ 

The world congress will also 
go into the question of price and 
external factors and the role of in- 
stitutions, he said. 

Dr Panchamukhi said the 
world congress is being hosted by 
the Indian Economic Association 
in collaboration with the Interna- 
tional Economic Association. 
Prof Arrow has been nominated 
as the chairman of the world 
congress. 

Dr Manmohan Singh, Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Com- 
mission, has been appointed 
chairman of the steering commit- 
tee of the world congress. The 
committee has been set up to 
work out the details of the con- 
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gress, Dr Panchamukhi said. 

The congress wil) have a spe- 
cial session on “Eco: mic Devel- 
opment Problems of India”. Prof 
Sukhmoy Chakravarty, chair- 
man of the Economic Advisory 
Council of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, will be the session 
organiser. The four Indian econo- 
mists who will be session 
organisers are Prof P R 
Brahmananda of the Bombay 
University, Prof A K Sen of Ox- 
ford University, Prof Kamta 
Prasad of the Indian Institute of 
Public Administration in Delhi 
and Prof Chakravarty. 


Dr Panchamukhi said Prof 
Theodore Shultz of the United 
States and former Deputy Chair- 
man of the Planning Commission 
D T Lakdawala will be the plena- 
ry speakers at the congress. 


Regarding the annual confer- 
ence of the Indian Economic As- 
sociation, Dr Panchamukhi said 
it will have three themes. These 
are “Macro Economic Theory 
and Policy”, “Experience of 
Planning in India” and “Interna- 
tional Economic Policy 
Perspectives” 

Dr Panchamukhi said Prof A 
K Sen will also deliver this year’s 
C N Vakil memorial lecture at 
that time. 








BLITZ INTERVIEWS GANDHI ON MAJOR PROBLEMS 
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BOMBAY, October 8 (PTT). 
E Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, has ruled out the 
possibility of the Centre 

“any suggestion from any quarter” 
for amendments to the constitu- 
tion to accommodate the demands 
of the Gorkha National Liberation 
Front (GNLF). 

“We will not tolerate anything that 
is anti-national, which affects the unity 
or itegrity of the country,” Mr. Gandhi 
told the “Blitz” weekly in an interview 
appearing in its latest issue. 

Replying to a question on the con- 

troversy regarding his recent remark 
an & the Gorkhaland movement was 
not anti-national, the Prime Minister 
said his observation was based on the 
information made available to the 
Centre by the West Bengal govern- 
ment. “We have examined all the 
documents and tape-recordings they 
sent to us and our ministers of home 
affairs and law are satisfied that there 
is nothing actionable,” Mr. Gandhi 
said. 


As regards his comments about 
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Chinese at the political level, such as 
need my conversation with the Chinese 
don't vice-premier in New York lasi year.” 
To a question about his relations 
with the President, Mr. Zail Singh, the 
Prime Minister said: “My personal 
relations with the President are good, 
and I have no further comments to 


and relevant.” However, much of what that the meeting between Mr. Reagan 
Mr. Sathe had said against the public and Mr. Gorbachov at Reykjavik on 
sector “is what I myself have been October |! will result in some concrete 
saying” — that an inefficient public results. 
sector is a drain on public resources, 
and ulumately results in Cepriving the 
poor of funds. 

About the Chinese intrusion in 
Arunachal Pradesh, the Prime Minister 
said the only solution is talks to resolve 
anomalies between positions indicated 


57 








INDIA 





SETHI ANSWERS CONGRESS-I SHOW-CAUSE NOTICE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Oct 86 p l 


[Text } 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 21.—In an in- 
terim reply to the show-cause 
notice issued to him by the AICC(1) 
last Thursday, the former Home 
Minister, Mr P. C. Sethi, has asked 
the party to inform him about the 
specific charges: on the basis of 
which he had been suspended trom. 
the party. , 

“In the absence of any specific 
charges the Disciplinary Action 
Committee has no power whatso 
ever to say that I have been in- 
dulzing in anti-party activity” 

' (According to UNI, Mr 

Sethi accused the Congress (I) 

vice-president, Mr Arjun Singh, 
of “trying to finish cff Mr Rajiv 

Gard*i and oust him from Fr’me 

Ministershin”. He said Mr 
Singh's objective was to appoint 
his trusted men as Chief Minis- 
ters. as Minicters in the Central — 

fa*inet and as PTC chiefs. (nce 

this wos achieved remeving Mr 

Raiiv Gandhi would not be a 

vroblem. He aleved that Mr 

Sinch wanted to take revenge on 

the Nehru familv for the treat- 

ment meted out to his father, 


whe was a Minister in the 
Vindhya Pradesh Government. 
He had been convicted on 


charres of corruption and jailed. 
Mr Arjun Singh had reportedly 
vowed before the bars cf his 
father's cel) that he would take 
revenge on the Nehru fami'y.) 

In a letter sent yesterday to the 
AICC(I) general secretary. Mr G. 
& Moovanar, who had issued the 
show-cause notice, he said: “I de 


mand of the tomittee through you 
to let me know within 24 hours... 
the specific allegations charges, if 
any”. 


Mr Sethi said the committee had 
no locus standi under the party 
constitution, Its action was “high'y 
Hiecz!, arbitvary and. nek-warrant- 
ed”. Only the party president had 
the power to suspend a member. 

He said the committee had acted 
“perhaps at the behest of some 
one who weilds considerable power 
in the organization today”, and 
that the aim was “to damage my 
well-earned reputation”. 


As for his interview to the 
Illustrated Weekly of India, which 
was mentioned in the show<ause 
notice, Mr Sethi scid if it was 
read “in its letter and sn'rit, no 
sane’ man can ccme to the ccn- 
clusion that I have lowered the 
prestige of the Congress or that 
I have carried on any nro-agan“a 
against Congress committees or 
office-bearers.” 


The three other polnts he mede 
in that letter were that he had not 
been given the two weeks’ notice 
stipulated under the rules. that ‘he 
party president’s concurrence had 
not been.secured for the discinli- 
navy action, and that only. the 
Working Committee could take 
such action. 


In an oblique reference to Mr 
Arjun Singh, Mr Sethi added: “A 
person who occupies g post not 
warranted under the constitution 


is acting contrary to the interests. 
of the party and victimizing peo 
ple out of personal bias.” 

“It is neither a crime nor a sit 


'to speak the truth and I have spo 


ken the truth in the interest of the 
party and to uphold the clean image 
of oir worthy Prime Minister ot 
India, Mr Rajiv Gandhi.” 


These words seemed different! 
from what he had been saying sv 
far, it was pointed out to Mr S:thi 
at the Press conference at which 
he released his letter. He said: “I 
had not said anything against the 
Prime Minister. Whatever I said 
was against Rajiv Gandhi and not 
when he was Prime Minister.” 


He alleged that Mr Gandhi had 
recommended the questionable {m- 
pert of a DMT plant by a Bombay 
industrialist. “He made that recon- 
mendation when he was general 
secretavy of the partv”’. A judicial 
inquiry should be ordered. 

Mr Sethi s2id Mr Pranah Mu- 
kherjee had met him. “He is try- 
ing to netsuare me to join him. 
But I will net. For the time be- 
ing, | want to be on my own. I 
am not thinking of joining any- 
bedy.” 


Mr Moopanar, asked for his re 
action to Mr Sethi’s renly. said he 


could not sav anything until he had! 


read the letter. 

The working president, Mr Ka- 
malavati Tripathi, svid the Congress 
(I) president would not do any- 


thing against the constitut‘on. 
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MINISTERS DROPPED IN TAMIL NADU CABINET RESHUFFLE 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 22 Oct 86 p l 


[Text ] 
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Madras, Oct 21: The Tamil Nadu 


chief minister Mr M.G. 
Ramachandran, today dropped 
10 of his Cabinet colleagues and 
reinducted a former minister. 

Announcing the reshuffle at 
the Raj Bhavan this evening, Mr 
Ramachandran said the 10 
ministers who have been drop- 
ped would be drafted for party 
work. Those dropped are R.M. 
Veerappan (information), K. 
Kalimuthu (agriculture), C. 
Aranganayagam (education), Dr 
H.V. Hande (health), T. Veer- 
samy (commercial taxes), N. Nal- 
lusamy (housing), M.R. Goven- 
dhan (backward classes), Y.S.M. 
Yusuf (irrigation), Gomathi Sri- 
nivasan (social welfare) and Vi- 
jayalakshmi Palanisamy 
(khadi). 


Mr Ramachandran met the 
governor, Mr S.L. Khurana, this 
evening and submitted the list, 
containing the deletions and the 
addition. The governor then 
announced the reconstitution of 
the ministry in the presence of 
the chief minister. 


The portfolios of the dropped 
ministers have been distributed 
among the other ministers with 
the industries minister, Mr K. 
Rajaram, getting agriculture, Mr 
P.U. Shunmugam getting health 
and the law minister. Mr C. 
Ponniyan, getting education. 
With the changes, the strength 
of the Cabinet has come down 
from 25 to 15. Mr Ramachandran 
has not taken any additional 
responsibilities. 

Mr Ramachandran has rein- 
ducted Mr K.A. Krishnaswamy, 
who was stripped off his labour 


portfolio a few months ago. Mr 
Krishnaswamy had then res- 
igned in protest. He will be 
sworn in as the labour and local 
administration minister tomor- 


row morning. . 
What has come as a bolt from 
the blue is Mr Ramachandran’s. 


decision to drop the most power- 
ful faction leader in the 
AIADMK, Mr R.M. Veerappan, 
who was in charge of the in- 
formation, tourism, forests and 
Hindu religious and charitable 
endowments portfolios. Ex- 
pectedly, Mr Ramachandran has 
dropped the agriculture minis- 
ter, Mr K. Kalimuthu, who was 
allegedly involved in a bank 
fraud case late last year and Mr 
C. Aranganayakam, the educa- 
tion minister who has come in 
for severe criticism for alleged 
corruption and maladministra- 
tion. 

While the reshuffle has come 
as a big blow to Mr Veerappan, it 
is significant that all his major 
portfolios like tourism and in- 
formation have been handed 
over to his protege, Mr V.V. 
Swaminathan. 

While Ms Jayalalitha has ev- 
ery reason to rejoice over the 
removal of her arch rival, Mr 
Veerappan, she is also happy 
that her ardent supporter, Mr S. 
Thirunavukkarasu, has been 
given additional charge of hous- 
ing, handloom and textiles. 

Mr Veerapan declined to com- 
ment when approached by news- 
men in Madurai for his reaction 
on being dropped from the state 
Cabinet. He was in Madura to 
attend a wedding. He im- 
mediately left by car reportedly 
for Tiruchirapalli en route to 
Madras. 
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TEXT OF LETTER FROM GURKHA LEADER TO HOME MINISTER 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 15 Oct 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


This is tke text of the letter 
written on September 15 by 
Subhas Ghising, president of 
‘the Gorkha National Libera- 
tion Front, to Buta Singh, Un- 
ion .home minister 

Hon’bke minister, 

I am greatly surprised to 
learr that my letter of August 
14, 1986, sent co your honour 
by registered post A.D. from 
Darjeeling on August 16, 1986 
has not been received so far. 
This is. astounding, indeed 
shocking. We wonder what 
happened to my letter. Howev- 
er, I enclose a copy of this 
letter duly signed by me 
together with the enclosure: 
an authenticated copy of my 
statement of August 14, 1986, 
suspending our movement for 
30 days? 

Meanwhile, we are deeply 
distressed to find that the 
chief minister of West Bengal, 
Mr jyoti Basu, and other 
CPI(M) leaders are continuing 
their vicious tirade to defame 
us as amti-nationals and seces- 
sionists. As we have pointed 
out in our statement of August 
14, we are neither anti- 
national nor secessionist. We 
seek only a redressal of the 
genuine grievances of the Gor- 
khas of India within the 
framework of the Indian Con- 
stitution. 

The CPI(M) has launched a 
new strategy to malign us in 
the wake of our aforemen- 
tioned statement, which has no 
scope for any doubt in regard 
to our commitment to India 
and the fact that we stand fora 
united India. They have now 


Started accusing us of being 
anti-rationals on the ground 
‘that:we have sought redressal 
of ‘our grievances through the 
"UN .Secretary-General and va- 
Tinus foreign governments. 
The .allegation is baseless and 
politically motivated. Briefly, 
the facts are as follows: 

Qn December 23, 1983, we 
submitted a memorandum in 
‘Nepali to the King of Nepal on 
our.grievance against the Indo- 
Nepal treaty of 1950. Subse- 
quently, we also sént an En- 
glish translation of the memor- 
andum to the President and 
Prime Minister of India. We 
took this step since both the 
countries are signatories to the 
Indo-Nepal treaty of 1950 
which, according to us, is main- 
ly responsible for our plight. 
Article 7 of this treaty has 
reduced the Nepali-speaking 
Indians to the status of fore- 
igners or ‘reciprocal Nepalese.’ 
We therefore demanded 
abrogation of Article 7 and our 
Indian nationality clearly and 
unambiguously recognised. 

We waited patiently for a 
response to our earnest appeal 
for justice and fair play both 
from the King of Nepal and the 
government of India. Our 
agony and frustration in- 
creased when there was no 
response from either govern- 
ment. Eventually, we became 
desperate and some 15 months 
later, on March 21, 1985. sent 
copies of the English translia- 
tion of this memorandum to 
the UN Secretary-General, the 
International Court of Justice 
and the heads of some govern- 
ments. 
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‘As I have stated, we felt 
constrained to send the 
memorandum to the UN in 
anger and in desperation. At 
the same time, what we did 
was done openly and not clan- 
destinely. Indeed, the Gorkha 
National Liberation Front 
(GNLF) announced the fact of 
sending the memorandum in a 
press release issued by me in 
Darjeeling on March 21, 1985, 
in my capacity as the president 
of the GNLF. 

We would like to point out 
that it is not uncommon for 
various ethnic and other orga- 
nisations in India and else- 
where to address communica- 
tions on their grievances and 
on the issue of human rights to 
the UN and other international 
organisations and governn- 
ments. We followed this well- 
known practice without realis- 
ing that the CPI(M) and others 
opposed to us and our genuine 
demands would misinterpret 
our motives and use this to 
malign us and our movement. 


“We would like to assure 
your honour that we are Indi- 
ans and, as pointed out in my 
statement of August 14, we 
seek redressal of our grie- 
vances within the framework 
of the Indian Constitution. We 
never intended to interna- 
tionalise our internal problem 
and to seek redressal of our 
grievances outside India. We 
have no hesitation in clarifying 
our basic position and regret 
any misapprehension or doubt 
caused by our sending the 
memorandum to the UN and 
some governments.We assure 
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the Union government and 
through it Parliament and the 
people of India of our total 
loyalty to India, which is our 
motherland. 

May we aiso take this: 
opportunity to seek our protec: 
tion against a virtual war being; 
waged ruthlessly by the 
CPI(M) government of Wesi 
Bengal and its henchmen 
against the Gorkhas in Dar- 
jeeling and Dooars areasi. 
Calculated trouble is being 
created by the CPI(M)’s ager 
provocateurs in Darjeeling 
and Dooars to malign and de- 
fame us. Instances are being 
engineered and our people 
dragged and assaulted under 
various pretexts. Further, we 
are being maligned for various 
incidents through news man- 
agement by the state govern 
ment. 

The CPI(M) has stepped up 
its war against us because of 
our decision to suspend the 
agitation on August 14, as a 
to!ken of our total commitment 
to the Indian nation and to 
avoid any untoward incident 
ori independence day. Our de- 
cision has greatly piqued and 
e:rmbittered the CPI(M) and up- 
se2t its diabolical plan to ex- 


pioit the agitation launched by 


thee GNLF to further defame 
and malign us. 
Unimpeachable informa- 
tion available with us shows 
that the CPI(M) which believes 
im violence and terror, had 
imade plans on a wide scale to 


insult and even burn the 
National Flag on independ- 
ence day in a calculated 
attempt two blame us for the 
same. Plans were also hatched 
to carry out murderous artacks 
on innocent’ people and create 
violent incidents in a bid to 
smear us further. In one place, 
we even helped the authorines 
on August 15 to apprehend the 
mischief makers who burnt the 
National Flag. But these per- 
sons were released under the 
orders of the CPI(M), norwith- 
standing our demand thar the 
culprits be punished forthwith. 

In conclusion, we would 
like to reaffirm that we have 
totai loyalty to Incha, which is 
our Bharata Mata. We want (to 
be) clearly and unambiguously 
identified as Indian nationals. 
We and our people have lived 
in the country fior cer.curies. As 
we have stateci earlier, we be- 
lieve that the creation of a 
Nepalese state of Gorkhaland 
within the Indian Union will 
give us a clear Indian identity 
and distinguish us from the 
people of Nepal. 

We have already requested 
you for time to place our 
grievances and demands be- 
fore you, vide my letter of 
August 14, which, unfortunate- 
ly, has not been received by 
your honour so far. We request 
you to find time at your earliest 
convenience. We seek a red- 
ressal of our grievances from 
the governments of India which 
alone is in a position to give us 
justice and faar play. 
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OPPOSITION MP'S SUPPORT PROTEST AGAINST TEST RANGE 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 19 Oct 86 p 7 


[Text] Baliapal (Orissa), 18 Oct~-Six Opposition M.P,s have pledged their 

full support to the agitation launched against the establishment of the na- 
tional test range in the Baliapal and Bhograi areas of Balasore district, 

reports PTI, 


Addressing a largely attended public meeting here yesterday, they assured 
villagers that they would help those who would be displaced trom their homes 
and raise the issue in the ensuing Parliament session commencing on 4 November, 


The meeting was addressed by Professor Madhu Dandavate (Janata), Mrs Geeta 
Mukherjee (CPI), Mr Basudev Acharya (CPI-M), Mr Satya Prakash Malaviya (Lok 
Dal), Mr Piyush Tirkey (RSP) and Mr Kishore Chandra Deo (Congress-S), Mr Biju 
Patnaik, Janata Party leader and Opposition leader in. the Orissa Assembly, 
presided, 


In an atmosphere charged with emotion, Professor Dandavate declared he would 
fight against the location of the test range till the last. 'This project 
can only be set up here on my dead body", he declared amidst cheers, blowing 
of conch-shells and beating of gongs. 


Defence 


Professor Dandavate, for whom it was the second visit to the area, said the 
country's defence was meant to protect its people and not destroy them, as 
was being proposed here, 


Ridiculing Mr Rajiv Gandhi's avowed commitment to the green revolution, the 
Janata leader said Mr Gandhi should visit Baliapal and see for himself the 
agricultural progress made here, It is a shame that such an agriculturally 
prosperous area was sought to be destroyed in the name of national defence, 


Professor Dandavate said that countries like the U.K., France and China had 
located their missile test ranges making sure that the least number of people 
were affected, He urged the people to resort to a "Bardoli type agitation" 
at Baliapal and Bhograi against the project, Women, many of them with babies 
in arms, outnumbered the men at the rally at Narayanpur village, one of the 
villages that fell within the core area of the defence project, 
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AGENCY REPORTS 'COLOSSAL' TRADE CAP FOR 1985-86 


"Huge' Increase in Imports 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Oct 86 p 9 


[Text] 


Exports and imports during 1985- © ore, 


86 were placed at Rs 11005.91 - 
ctore and Rs 19622.27 crore, re- - 


spectively resulting in colossal 
‘trade gap of Rs 8616.36 crore, re- 

While exports were marginally 
lower compared to the provisional 
estimate of Rs 11297.38 crore, im- 
ports registered a huge increase of 
Rs 3137.42 crore against the provi- 
sional figure of Rs 16484.85 crore, 
according to an official release. 

Non-oil exports revealed a rate 
of growth of 11 per cent in rupee 
terms. 

Commodities which showed an 
increase in exports were coffee, ce- 


reals, spices, marine products, iron 


There was a decline in the in- 
ternational sales of tea, tobacco, 
engineering products and crude oil 
which was now out of the country’s 
export basket due to enlarged re- 
fining capacity having been creat- 


ed in this country. 


Bulk imports like fertilisers, ed- 
ible oils, petroleum and petroleum 
products, non-ferrous metals 
amounted to Rs 7954 crore, show- 
ing an increase of Rs 427 crore 
compared to the previous year. 

There was also a sharp increase 
in the imports of iron and steel ac- 
counting for Rs 1214.63 crore com- 


pared to Rs 732.69 crore in 
1984-85. , 

Simultaneously, import of ma- 
chinery was higher at Rs 889.22 
crore while machine tools had 
declined. 

The release said there was a sig- 
nificant improvement in the bal- 
ance of trade situation during the 
first quarter of the current finan- 
cial year. 


86. Imports were of the order of Rs 
4414.16 crore during the same peri- 
od against Rs 4348.59 crore in 
1985-86. 


"Facile Profit-Taking' Scored 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Oct 86 p 8 
[Editorial] 


[Text] 


THE LATEST OFFICIAL figure of the trade 
deficit for 1995-86 is Rs. 8,616 crores, 66 per 
cent more than the previous year's. This statisti- 
cal updating of the foreign trade complexion 
does not however make the situation more wor- 
risome than it really is. The Seventh Plan docu- 
ment has in fact underscored the emerging pres- 
sure on the foreign trade front with exports con- 
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tinuing to trail behind imports. Taking the cue 
from the experience of the Sixth Five Year 
Pian—total exports of about As. 33,000 crores 
were way behind the imports of about Rs. 54,000 
crores—the Seventh Plan projects total ex- 
ports of the order of about Rs. 60,700 crores as 
against imports of about Rs. 95.400 crores. Con- 
sidered in this light. the annual average trade de- 
ficit of about Rs. 7,000 crores should not trigger 





any new and alarmist reaction. Nevertheless, 
that the first two years of the Seventh Plan 
period have revealed an overall deficit of about 
Rs. 16,600 crores is a trend that must compel a 
critical reassessment of the totality of the 
economic strategy. 


The data on imports no doubt give rise to 
the impression that, starting from 1983-84, there 
has virtually been an import spree with the an- 
nual value rising from Rs. 15,763 crores in 
1983-84 to Rs. 17,171 crores in 1984-85 and to 
Rs. 19,622 crores in 1985-86. Granting that the 
surge in imports has been considerably influen- 
ced by the policy of liberalisation with respect 
to both investment and import, it remains to be 
seen to what extent the steep increases are due 
to the depreciation of the Indian rupee vis-a-vis 

the Western currencies including the yen. Any 
realistic appraisal of the import trends should in- 
clude the consideration of how much of the 
machinery import effected during the last two 
years, amounting to about Rs. 8,000 crores, re- 
presents new technologies required for moderni- 
sation of the infrastructure and the industrial sys- 
tem. There are already signs that the hump in 
the import of machinery has been crossed. The 
value of approvals accorded by the Capital 
Goods Committee which was of the order of Rs. 
871 crores in 1985-86 is unlikely to be repeated 
in the current year judging by the need to bring 
the trade deficit under more effective control. In 
all likelihood, the import bill on account of crude 
oil is likely to decline by about Rs. 1,200 crores 
during the current year consequent upon the de- 
cline in the average price from $28 per barrel in 
1985-86 to less than $17 per barrel. And this des- 
pite the possibility that the volume of imports 
will be marginally higher at around 15.75 million 
tonnes. A careful mid-year review of the domes- 
tic demand situation in relation to stock availabi- 
lity and imports in the pipeline of such items like 
iron and steel, fertilizers, edible oils and cement 
is of course called for. 


lf a real dent is to be made in the foreign 
trade problem, there seems to be no better stra- 
tegy than to reinvigorate exports in generai and 
the export of manufactures in particular. Ac- 
cording to the figures released by the Director- 


ate General of Commercial Intelligence and Stati- 


stics exports during 1985-86 were about Rs. 
11,006 crores which was a retrogression in 
terms of the 1984-85 aggregate of Rs. 11,855 
crores. Gems and jewellery, engineering goods 
and readymade garments which have been the 
major export commodity groups during the last 
two years (excluding the windfall crude oil ex- 
ports of 1984-85) have accounted for 25-30 per 
cent of the total export earnings. As for en- 
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gineering goods, the export performance during 
1985-86 was disappointing in that as against the 
target of Rs. 1,750 crores the actual exports 
were less than Rs. 1,300 crores. For much the 
best part of Indian industry, the export horizon 
has been of limited interest. The habitual com- 
plaint, however, has been that the matrix of Gov- 
ernment's policies has not enabled the industry 
to operate on the technological level for the sca- 
les of production required for meaningful participa- 
tion in competitive export markets. The truth per- 
haps is that the operating culture in the industrial 
system has largely been one of facile profit- 
taking, making use of the protected domestic 
markets. There has been an appreciable readi- 
ness on the part of the Government to provide 
reliefs and incentives in order to raise the level 
of export-mindedness in Indian industry. Precise- 
ly what is stopping the latter from performing 
the vital role expected of it? 


Lebanon's fresh 
travails 


EVEN AS SPECULATION was rife of a 
meeting between the President of Lebanon, Mr 
Amin Gemayel. and his Syrian counterpart, Mr. 
Hafez al-Assad. fierce clashes erupted during 
the last two weeks in East Beirut and southern 
Lebanon was pounded by Israeli jets. For the 
first time since the civil strife broke out about a 
decade ago, elements loyal to Mr. Elie Hobeika 
(the ousted leader of the Lebanese Forces) cros- 
sed the Green Line into the Christian-controlled 
East Beirut to engage in a bloody confrontation 
with pro-Gemayei troops. Although much of the 
fighting on this front appears to have died down, 
the Lebanese forces are reported to have cap- 
tured many Muslim militiamen in action, leaving 
Mr. Samir Geagea (the present leader of the Le- 
banese Forces) to swear that the Syrians are 
planning for a major offensive in the near fu- 
ture—a charge refuted by the latter. In the mean- 
time, the regime in Israel has been aiming its 
guns on southern Lebanon ostensibly looking 
for the bases of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and the Shia fundamentalist organisations, 
the Hizbollans—moves that have legitimateiy 
set off fears in the region that it is planning a 
major military operation. What has complicated 
matters is that Israel has refused to part with its 
self-designated security zone in southern Le- 
banon in order that the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon would be enabled to police 
the frontier between the two countries. True to 
its past behaviour in the international arena, 
Israel has spurned a call from the United Na- 
tions on this issue arguing that the UNIFIL has 
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no legal status, no intelligence facility and is in- 
capable of countering ‘terrorism’. 

The turmoil in Lebanon over the last 11 
years has taken a tremendous toll—more than 
100,000 people are estimated to have been kil- 
led with the economic damage reckoned at over 
$20 billions. Some in West Asia and elsewhere 
may be tempted to underwrite the recent spurt 
in fighting as a result of the emergence of the 
PLO fighters. But in fact the situation is much 
more complicated. For one thing, if the major 
groups in Lebanon are yet to agree on a reason- 
able power-sharing formula, it is because the Chri- 
stians—who have dominated the polity for 
more than 40 years—are unwilling to part with 
their special status. The much talked about De- 
cember 1985 accord between the Shia Amal, 
the Druze Progressive Socialist Party and the 
Lebanese Forces failed to get off the ground for. 
this precise reason. Secondly, fierce fighting bet-, 
ween the Shia and the Sunni Muslim militias and 
the advent of fundamentalist organisations such 
as the Hizbollahs and the Tawheeds (each ciai- 
ming to be the sole representative of the Le- 
banese people and the champion of the Palestin- 
ian cause) have not helped matters much. And 
then there is the role of Syria in the internal poli- 
tics of Lebanon and the aggressive counter 
moves by Israel. Although from many accounts 
it is clear that Mr. Assad is trying to get the lead- 
ers of the various groups together for sorting 
Out their differences, the hostility to his initiative 
is very much present, especially among the Chris- 
tian militias. Added to this is the fact that Israel 
sees an enlarged role for Damascus in Lebanon 
as not within the Zionist national interest and is 
therefore set to undermine it by exploiting the 
highly volatile situation. 
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EXPECTATIONS FROM FEBRUARY BUSINESSMEN'S MEET TOLD 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 86 p 9 


[Text j 


The forthcoming congress of the 
International Chamber of Com- 
merce (ICC), due to be held here 
from 8 February next, is sched- 
uled to discuss many significant 
issues of vital concern to develop- 
ing countries that remain side- 
lined on the international devel- 
opment agenda, reports PTI. 

According to a spokesman of 
the Federation of Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI), which is co-hosting the 
congress, top executives from 75 
or more countries, besides repre- 
sentatives of nearly all interna- 
tional bodies, would try to grap- 
ple with the theme of “The 
dynamics for global progress”. 

They will also endeavour to 
bring together and focus the 
whole spectrum of factors that a 
revitalised world economy 
requires. 

In a message to the forthcom- 
ing ICC congress, Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi has said that the 
session would “lead to a greater 
understanding of the problems of 
developing countries and stimu- 
late dynamic interaction among 
nations”. 

Mr D H Pai Panandiker, sec- 
retary-general FICCI, said the 
congress would offer a productive 
opportunity to Indian business- 
men to forge fruitful commercial 
links with both their developed 


and developing countries’ 
counter-parts. 

Among the several topics slat - 
ed for discussion, the congress 
would dwell at length on the busi- 
ness role in liberalising worid 
trade. 

Given the precarious authori- 
ty of the existing GATT rules, 
what can business realistically 
expect to get out of the new nego- 
tiations likely to be in progress by 
1987 would be analysed thread- 
bare at the forthcoming 
congress. | 

It would also discuss what ac- 
tion should be taken to strength- 
en the GATT dispute settlement 
and enforcemei.t machinery and 
to counter trade-distorting do- 
mestic measures such as 
subsidies. 

The FICCI spokesman ex- 
plained that on the subject of ac- 
celerating the flow of private di- 
rect foreign investment, topics 
for discussion would centre 
around bilateral treaties for the 
protection of international in- 
vestment, the role of the World 
Bank’s Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA) in the 
context of other facilities such as 
those provided by the IFC and 
the practical significance for the 
foreseeable future of two long- 
standing UN projects, the Code 
of Conduct for Transnational 
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Code on Transfer of 
Technology. 
The congress would also focus 


attention on the implementation 
of an internationally agreed set of 
recommendations for the crea- 
tion of countrywide telecommu- 
nications infrastructure in devel- 
oping countries, initially for 
simple telephone services, to- 
gether with the upgrading of 
urban networks when it takes up 
the theme of “Computerisation 
and telecommunication in 
development”. 

In a scheme on “Privatisation 
and competition”, the congress 
would assess the merits of 
market-oriented rather than ad- 
ministered pricing policies. 

However, it would also study 
the need to take care of avoiding 
the obvious dangers of a private 
monopoly. Other important sub- 
jects to be brought for serious dis- 
cussion at the congress include 
world monetary system, interna- 
ti nal arbitration and marketing 
ant “World shipping in crisis — 
co-operation the key”. 


An interesiing, but ali the 
more disquieting subject, accord- 
ing to the spokesman, on the 
agenda for discussion is counter- 
feiting and documentary fraud, 


for which both deve!oping and 
developed countnes have been 
victims in recent years. 


Other subjects for discussion 
include innovating trade practic- 
es to cut costs and increase effi- 
ciency, East-West trade and how 
South-South cooperation means 
opportunities for business. 


Alongside the ICC congress, 
the International Bureau of 
Chambers of Commerce (IBCC), 
a specialised agency within ICC, 
would hold a session on a stronger 
role for chambers in policy and 
practical services in developing 
countries. 

The FICCI spokesman point- 
ed out that IBCC’'s role as central 
liaison point for chambers 
throughout the worid has led it to 
develop various services, mclud- 
ing vocational training 
programmes, a system for collec- 
tion of commercial debts and es- 
pecially the carnet scheme for 
temporary duty-free imports. 

Under the scheme, chamber 
members would be holding the 
carnet instead of national cus- 
toms documents and as security 
for import duties in all cases 
where goods are temporarily im- 
ported duty-free. In 1985, 40 
countries issued over 250,000 
carnets covering goods valued at 
some $ 5 billion. 








SHARP RISE IN ANNUAL INFLATION RATE SEEN 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Oct 86 p 16 


{Text } 


NEW DELHI, October 16. 


HE annual rate of inflation in 
terms of wholesale price index 
till September stood at 6.3 per cent 
giving a clear signal that the period 
of three to four per cent annual 
price rise is aver. _ ; 
During the first six months of the 
current financial year itself (April- 
September 1986), the index jumped 
from 363 to 380.8 points, an increase 
of 4.9 per cent. ve 
The annual rate of inflation in terms 
of the all-India consumer price index, 
which is actually of more relevance to 
the common man, \ _ still higher, at 
8.6 per cent in July | _o, as against 5.1 
per cent in July last year. 
Taking ‘the first four months of 


1986-87, the consumer price index ' 


showed an increase of 4.7 per cent, 
which is in conformity with the whole- 
sale price index. 

The sharp rise in consumer prices is 
mainly accounted for by increased 
prices of edible oils, cereals, including 
coarse grains, pulses and vegetables. 
The increase in prices of foodgrains has 
confounded exports because the huge 
buffer stocks should have acted as a 
deterrent. 

HIGHER INFLATION 

Rising prices are causing concern to 
the finance ministry which is now more 
or less reconciled to an inflation rate of 
eight to nine per cent in 1986-87. 

Finance ministry officials are, how- 
ever, still confident that with demand 
restraints through curbs on monetary 
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expansion, and supply management, it 
would be possible to contain the infla- 
tion rate to a single digit. 

- Much would, however, depend on 
the annual growth rate to be achieved 
during the current financial year. 

While the manufacturing sector is 


expected to attain a growth rate of at 


least seven per cent, there is a question 
mark regarding the growth in 
agricultural production. 

The monsoon was deficient between 
June and August, in Rajasthan, West 
Saurashtra, Marathwada, West Bengai, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and the 
north-eastern region. Although the de- 
ficiency was slightly made up by rain- 
fall in the second half of September, in 
some areas particularly West Bengal, 
excess rains caused floods and damag- 
ed the crops. 


Finance ministry officials say it is 
too early to assess the growth in 
agricultural production. It is pointed 
out, however, that without at least a 
three per cent increase in agricultural 
production, the overall growth rate is 
most likely to fall below the seventh 
plan target of five per cent for 1986-87. 

In such a situation, the pressure on 
prices would be still higher. To a 
certain extent, the government tried to 
contain the price rise by drawing down 
the foreign exchange reserve. 

The reserves (excluding gold and 
sdrs) during the first five months of the 
current financial year, declined by Rs. 
846.11 crores compared with a decline 
of Rs. 358.17 crores during the cor- 
responding period of last year. 

The foreign exchange reserve by the 
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end of August this year came down to 
Rs. 6,538 croves from Rs. 7,384 crores 
at March end. At this level, it is 
sufficient to finance four months im- 
ports in absolute terms. 

The country has, however, managed 
with far lesser reserve. The position for 
the current year is regarded as com- 
fortable, and finance ministry officials 
rule out the need to seek assistance 
from the IMF, provided, that the trade 
deficit is limited to about Rs. 7000 
crores. 

If it does not, import curbs will b< 
inevitable during the remaining years. 
of the seventh plan. 

MONEY SUPPLY 

An explanation for the steep increase 
in prices this year is found in money 
supply and credit expansion. During 
the first five months of the current 
financial year, aggregate money supply 
rose by Rs. 6,364 crores as against Rs. 
5,929 crores during the same period 
last year. 

In terms of percentage, the growth 
rate was 5.4 per cent, 0.4 per cent less 
than last year. 

But the net bank credit to the 
government recorded a sizeable in- 
crease of 11.7 per cent at Rs. 6,859 
crores as agaisnt 10.9 per cent at Rs. 
5,339 crores during the first five 
months in 1985-86. 


Although there was a slower rise in 
bank credit to the commercial sector, 
the expansionary impact of the two 
taken together becomes fairty obvious, 
judging by the price trends. 
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FOODGRAIN PRODUCTION ESTIMATE--—Foodgrain production this year is expected to 
touch 156 million tons. With improved supply of seeds, fertilizers, and ir- 
rigation water, rabi foodgrain is expected at 71 million and kharif 85 million 
tons, This was stated by the agricutlure minister, Mr GC. S. Dhillon, while 
addressing the consultative committee attached to his ministry in New Delhi 
today. The minister said despite deficient rain in some parts, kharif food- 
grain yield is expected to be the same as last year. Underlining the need 

for developing cooperatives, the minister said agriculture development has 
made rapid strides in areas where cooperatives have been strong. [Text] 
{Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 CMT 22 Oct 86 BK] /9274 


CONGRESS-I LEADER DIES~-Congress general secretary T. Anjaiah died in Delhi 
late on Saturday night of a massive heart attack, doctors at the Ram Manohar 
Lohia Hospital said, report agencies, He was 55. [kxcerpt] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 19 Oct 86 p 1] /9274 


PACT WITH BULCARIA~-Sofia, 1l Oct (UNI)--India and Bulgaria have signed a 
protocol for joint ventures in Agriculture, The protocoi was signed by 
Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister Ognyan Doinov and Indian Agriculture Minis- 
ter Gurdial Singh Dhillon, the co-chairmen of the Indo-Bulgarian Commission 
for Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation at the end of its 
eighth session here, Joint activities in agriculture, particularly in fruit- 
growing, vegetable production and tov@ industry and in heavy industry, elec- 
tronics, chemistry, pharmaceutics and «rade were envisaged. [Text] [New 
Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Uct 86 p 9] /9274 


ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS--fMew Delhi, 16 Oct (PTI)--clections to the legislative 
assemblies of West vengal, Kerala and Haryana are ruieu out till February 
next year because oi ihe on-going revision of electoral roils, The chief 
election commissioner, Mr R, V. Peri Sastry, told newsmen here today that 
the revision of rolls was going on in these state and the new rdlls would be 
ready only by the middle of January next, The summary revision of the rolls 
in West Bengal anid intensive revision in Haryana and Kerala commenced from 
September 1, ‘The late date for filing of claims and objections is October 30, 
The new rolls would include those who had attained 21 years of age as on 
January 1, 1987. The tenure of the 294-member West Bengal assembly expires 
on June 13, 1987 whereas the cerm ot the 140-member Kerala assembly ana vu 
wember Haryana assembly expires on June 23 next year. [Tex?) [Bombay [hit 
fIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Oct 86 p 9} /9274 


é 





PACT WITH TUNISIA--Tunis, 19 Oct (TAP-Pool)--Minister of State for Industrial 
Development M. Arunachalam and Tunisia's Minister for Industry and Commerce 
Slaheddin Ben m'Barek signed the minutes of their discussions at an official 
ceremony here yesterday. Mr Ben m'Barek said the two sides had made the maxi- 
mum efforts to increase commercial exchanges and industrial cooperation and 
had agreed on joint ventures in Tunisia, in areas such as footwear, bicycle 
and motorcycle arts and telecommunication equipment. The two sides had also 
touched upon tie-ups in footwear production for export, solar energy equip- 
ment, railways, cotion growing and handicrafts, he said. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 86 p 9] /9274 
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INDIA: COMMENTATOR VIEWS PAKISTANI ETHNIC VIOLENCE 
BK081424 Delhi General Overseas Service in English 1340 GMT 8 Nov 86 


[Commentary by Political Commentator S.C. Bhatt: "Putting One's House in 
Order" ] 


[Text] Unprecedented violence has gripped Pakistan's largest city of Karachi 
for nearly a week now. The port city, which was also the capital of Pakistan 
until the sixties, has merely a tenth of the total population of the country. 
Although it is part of the Province of Sind and also its capital, the city 

has a large number of people from other parts of Pakistan like Punjab and the 
North West Frontier Province [NWFP]. And of course, it has a large concentra- 
tion of the immigration people who are still known as Muhajirs or refugees, 

40 years after Pakistan was carved out as a free and sovereign country from 
India. 


It is not for the first time that there have been such clashes between two 
ethnic groups. But what has happened now is big in scale and big in terms 

of the loss of lives or injuries. Some 50 people have died in this ethnic 
conflict between the Muhajirs and the Pathans from the NWFP. Among them should 
also be included the Afghan refugees whom Pakistan has entertained these last 

6 years, and for which it has received huge amounts of American military and 
economic assistance. 


The Pakistani authorities had to impose curfew for days in Karachi and 
Hyderabad--another big city 150 kilometers north of Karachi. Large contingents 
of army units have been called out to keep law and order and separate the 
warr.ng groups. Many of the casualties have been due to the troops shooting 
the curfew violators and other offenders. Western news agencies which have 
reported the clashes have attributed the outbreak of ethnic violence to the 
tension between the Muhajirs and the Pathans. To this was added another 

source of conflict. As many as 35 people were killed in a collision betweea 

a railway train and a public bus at a road crossing. Pathan drivers were 
blamed for the accident. Some hope that the trouble would soon die down and the 
people would live with one another at peace and in harmony. But such frequent 
ethnic clashes underline the fact that in the task of nation building, Pa*istan 
is yet not accomplished [sentence as heard]. 
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Contrary to the constant appeal to religion as a basis of nationhood and the 
fact that Pakistan was specially created as an Islamic state, religion has not 
acted as a cementing force. The bloody clashes spread over two major 

cities and for several days are only a symptom of the problems the leaders of 
Pakistan face in welding the people together. The Muhajirs are an example 

of this unfinished job. 


When Pakistan was created out of undivided India, almost the entire Hindu and 
Sikh population of Pakistan migrated from there to India A few million 
people also migrated from India to Pakistan. And they were the people who 
were named by the unedifying name of refugees. Unedifying, because the father 
of Pakistan, Mr Mohammad Ali Jinnah, also migrated to Karachi from his home 
.n Bombay to become its first head of state. The first prime minister of the 
new nation, Newabzada Liaqat Ali Khan, was also a migrant from India's 
Uttar Pradesh State. After the assassination of Mr Liaqat Ali Khan in 1953, 
the Muhajirs were reduced to an inferior status. In fact, the Punjabis came 

.. dominate the country in such a big way that the people of the eastern 
: now called Bangladesh, rose in revolt against the suppression of their 
rights, and the country was divided. Even now, the people of Sind, the Sindhis, 
teel that they are being discriminated against by the Punjabi-dominated 
government and the administration which in Pakistan always include the Army. 
The vathans of the NWFP and the Baluchs of the Province of Baluchistan are also 
said to nurse some such grievance. The Muhajirs who speak Urdu, the Language 
they took with them from India, seem neglected too and are said to be pressing 
for recognition of their separate identity. The fact that Islam, which is 
‘nown to inculcate equality, has not been strong enough for creating cohesion, 
makes many people wonder whether a religion can become the basis of nationhood. 


)pposition party leaders in Pakistan including Miss Benazir Bhutto of the 

ople's Party of Pakistan have accused the Ziaul Haq government of fostering 
lisunity and seeking to rule the country by dividing the people. They have 
said that the rioters in Karachi and the other city of Hyderabad is a 
consequence of such a policy which keeps the people in ditferent compartments-- 
the separate Pathan quarters and the Muhajir areas of Karachi, the only small 
art of it. 


The Pakistani policy does not provide for enough decentralization of power so 
that the provincial level people can feel that they are participating in their 
own governments. Also, the real problems of the people, which are essentially 
economic and social, have to be solved. Religion has to be given its 
supreme position, but not mixed up with politics. At a time like this, is it 
not strange that the rulers of Pakistan should be involving themselves more 
ind more in neighboring India's problems by training and arming the terrorists 
[India's Punjab State? 
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OVERHAULED PLANE HANDED TO AIR FORCE--The first FT-5 fighter trainer aircraft 
was handed over to the Pakistan Air Force today by Prime Minister Mohanmad 
Khan Junejo after complete repair and overhaul at Kamra. Speaking on the 
occasion, he said Pakistan will persevere in its efforts for peace and good~ 


will in the region and for the prosperity of its people. Pakistan wants this 
region to be free from any tension. Radio Pakistan's correspondent says the 

FT-5 aircraft is a conversion of the Mig-1l17 which will enable the country to 

save 1.5 billion rupees which were spent annually on the repair and overhaul 

of these aircraft. [Text] [Karachi Domestic Service in Urdu 1000 GMT 


2 Nov 86] /8309 
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